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PREFACE. 
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Thb  peculiar  office  of  a  gmde,  is  to  point  out 
•pots  of  interest,  and  relate  what  is  interesting 
abont  them.  This  we  have  cndearored  to  accom- 
pHsh  in  the  following  pages  ;  leaving  as  much  as 
possble  to  the  mind  and  taste  of  the  stranger  who 
▼irits,  that  he  may  tee  and  understand.  We  have 
refraued  altogether  from  any  poetic  distraction,  so 
often  indulged  in  by  more  fanciful  guides. 

Our  office  baa  been  a  grand  one,  but  we  have 
endeavored  to  fill  it  with  that  simpUcity  and  mo- 
desty, BO  much  more  becoming  in  view  of  the  awful 
grandeur  of  the  scenes,  we  humbly  lead  ta  Our 
r«ly  hope  being  that  we  have  ^ven  satis&ction. 
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THE    JOURNEY. 

Stranokr — if  you  are  now  ready,  we  •will 
proceed  to  the  depot  of  the  Buffalo  and  Niag- 
ara Falls  Rtulroad,  on  Erie  Street,  and  proenra 
Tickets. 

The  trains  leave  at  9.  A.  M.;  at  12.46,  8.45,  and 
at  6.80,  P.  M. 

Look  sharp,  the  bell  rings,  and  nere  goea 


THB     TRAIN. 


The  road  has  been  very  recently  re-laid  with 
the  T  rail,  and  the  speed  is  now  equal  to  anythii^ 
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in  the  United  States.  Very  pleasant  caw,  careful 
engmcers,  and  the  most  affable  conductor  to  be 
found  between  this  and  the  unknown  regions  about 
the  North  Pole. 

We  are  moving— quicker  and  quicker ;  ah,  there 
we  go.    See  how  the  houses  flit  by  us!    What 
should  we  do,  were  it  not  for  Railroads?    Won- 
derful creature  is  man.    Is'nt  he,  Mamma?    We 
are  now  flying  through  Sixth-strkkt,  and  now  we 
am  out  of  town.    You  see  that  picturesque  grove 
on  the  left^that  is  Blossom's  Gbovk  ;  and  that 
large  brick  buUding.  with  the  dark  wing  of  blue 
Btone,  having  ita  windows  thickly  barred  with  iron, 
is  the  WoEMousK,  a  structure  not  more  than 
two  years  old,  yet  it  could  tell  full  many  a  tale  of 
crime;  for,  its  young  walls  are  darkly  experienced 
in  the  wickedness  of  Adam's  sons  and  daughters. 
A  short  time  smce  it  took  fire,  or  rather  was  set  on 
fire,  and  the  roof  and  upper  part  were  considerably 
burnt    Yet  the  terrified  inmates  did  not  dare  to 
escape.    We  are  now  running  up  hilL    That  Man- 
rion  of  cut  Btone,  with  the  rich  Grecian  portico^ 
which  you  see  on  the  right  is  Mr.  Cok's,  a  citizen 
of  wealth  and  repute.    And  on  the  left,  that  Gothic 
oastle  is  the  property  of  the  United  States  Govem- 
inent»  and  U  used  for  a  Military  Enpneer's  OflSoe, 
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and  residenco  of  the  Lieutenant's  family.  Thi» 
castle  or  castt^llated  mansion  was  erected  by  Colo- 
nel James  McKay,  a  citizen  of  taste  and  spirit,  and 
was  purchased  from  him  by  the  government,  for 
tliirty  thousand  iloUiirs.  On  part  of  the  land  they 
have  erected  a  redoubt  or  fort,  which  you  may  see 
adjoining  it 

This  fort  is  admirably  planned  in  the  form  of  a 
pentagon  or  figure  of  iive  sides.  Its  walls  rise 
from  the  solid  rock,  and  are  seven  feet  thick,  of 
blue  hmc  stone,  beautifully  wrought  Its  roof  is 
arched  and  covered  with  gypsum,  and  sodded  with 
grass.  It  is  five  feet  thick  and  perfbctly  bomb- 
proo£  From  this  roof,  on  which  two  Paixan  guns 
are  to  be  placed,  is  a  magnificent  view  of  BuSelo, 
Lake  Erie,  the  Canada  shore,  and  the  river  Niagara 
to  the  very  Falls.  This  B'ort  occupies  a  most  com- 
manding position  and  is  capable  of  sheltering  eight 
hundred  men,  for  whose  comfort  a  pure  spring  of 
water  swells  up  in  its  midst  from  the  soUd  rock. 

That  tall  porticoed  stone  building  to  your  riglit 
is  called  Hawlkt  Housk.  It  was  bmlt  by  Skth 
C.  Hawlkt,  Esq.,  at  a  time  when  speculation  was 
at  its  highest,  and  the  owner  intended  that  to  be 
one  wmg  of  his  proposed  palace.  He  failed — and 
there  it  stands  an  overgrown  tombstone  of  inten- 
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tions  too  mighly  to  outlive  the  rude  blasts  of 
adversity. 

The  Erie  Canal  here  runs  alongside  of  the  river 
Niagara,  from  which  it  is  oa\y  divided  by  a  pier, 
which  fonns  the  harbour  of 

BLACK    ROOK. 

This  place  was,  at  one  time,  the  rival  of  Buffalo, 
and  on  account  of  its  superior  accommodation  for 
Bhip{»ng,  it  mtuntained  an  ascendency  tor  some  time 
over  dM  "  Queen  City  of  the  Lakes."  In  the  war 
of  1812,  CcHomodore  Pkkrt  here  hid  his  vessels 
for  the  winter,  so  efieetually  that  the  British  knew 
nothing  (tf  their  dangerous  neighbour  until  he  sud- 
denly  oaxae  kxth  from  lus  shelter  and  pounced 
upon  theoL  The  actual  spot  where  the  United 
States  ships  sheltered  is  below  what  is  called 

BLACK     BOOK    DAM. 

The  village  is  oae  mile  in  length,  being  divided 
into  Upper tmd  Lower  Black  Rock;  the  latter  be- 
ing near  the  Dam  formed  by  a  pier  of  two  miles  in 
length  which  has  ita  termination  on  Bird  Island, 
opposite  Bufialo. 

This  village  contf  ins  something  over  two  hundred 
houses,  and  about  one  thousand  inhabitants,  pre- 
■enting  at  present  but  a  poor  apology  for  its  former 
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pretensions.  There  arc,  however,  several  mills  in 
operation,  and  sites  for  as  many  more.  But  the 
velocity  of  the  current  of  the  Niagara  and  dangers 
of  its  entrance,  on  account  of  hidden  reefs  of  rocks 
must  always  act  as  a  barrier  against  the  prosperity 
of  the  place. 

There  is  a  steam  ferry,  crosses  at  Upper  Black 
Rock  to  the  village  of  Waterloo,  on  the  opposite 
shoreti  of  Canada;  and  at  any  time  that  a  stranger 
wishes  to  ride  on  the  rapid  current  of  the  Niagara, 
or  to  cross  its  course,  he  can  here  readily  find 
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TONAWANDA.    * 

E  now  approach  Tonattanda,  which 
is  twelve  miles  from  BufiFaia  It  w  sit- 
uated at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  of  the 

same  name,  joining  the  Niagara,  di- 

rccUy  opposite  the  widest  part  of 

ORAMD     ISLAND. 

Here  the  Erie  Canal,  taking  advantage  of  this 
nohle  creek,  leaves  the  river  and  foUows  it  to  Pen- 
dleton, about  twelve  miles  distant  Here,  also,  the 
traveller  on  the  American  shore,  is  at  the  widest 
part  of  the  Niagara  Biver  away  from  her  British 
Majesty's  donnnions,  with  all  the  accompanying 
fancies  of  Thrones, 


CROWNS    AND     SOXPTRES. 

ToNAWANDA  lies  on  both  sides  of  the  creek;  is 
a  pleasant  village,  containing  some  two  thousand 
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inhabitants  and  derives  its  name  from  the  Indian 
of  swift  running  water,  which  term  is  rather  mys- 
terious, the  Creek  being  very  deep  and  sluggish. 

This  village  in  the  years  '48  and  '9,  also  put  up 
pretensions  to  cope  with  Buffalo.  The  Merchants 
of  Cleveland,  jealous  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
"  Queen  City,"  under  pretence  of  want  of  sufiScient 
harbour  room,  came  boldly  out  and  published  a 
plan  to  make  Tonawanda  the  port  for  the  disch&rge 
of  Western  produce  intended  for  the  Eastern 
market  They  soon  erected  elevators,  wharves, 
(be,  but  without  any  apparent  disadvantage  to 
Buffalo. 

There  is  here  a  dam  of  eighty -four  feet  in  width 
which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  benefits  the  Canal, 
produces  a  very  interesting  fall  or  cascade.  It  is 
crossed  by  a  long  wooden  bridge  on  which  the  ndl 
road  to  Niagara  Falls  run& 

The  lowness  of  Tonawanda,  and  slug^hness  of 
its  oreek,  will  always  make  it  a  prosperous  place 
for  rheuouitism  and  ague,  and  most  fit  for  a  specu- 
lation in 
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PPOSITE  to  TonBwanda,  on 
Grand  Island,  is  the  litUe  hamlet  called 
WtiiTK  Haven,  pleasantly  situated, 
which,  with  its  mills,  occupies  the  site 
of  the  proposed 

JEWISH     OITT     or     ARRARAT. 

In  the  year  1826,  the  well  known  Major  M.  M. 
Noah,  like  unto  his  namesake  of  yore,  took  it  into 
his  head  to  form  here  a  city,  where  all  the  Jews 
that  had  not  been  deluged  by  the  prevailing  waters 
of  Christianity,  might  assemble  and  divcll  together 
in  this  city  of  the  ark,  formed  not  of  tents,  but  of 
log  and  frame  houses. 

This  modem  Noah  after  having  a  ^ger-brcad 
and  tinsel  display  m  Buffalo,  in  which  he  took  upon 
him  the  degrees  of  "  Proprietor,  Prince  and  Pa- 
triarch, Governor  and  Judge  of  Israel,"  previous 
to  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone,  which  took  place 
a  few  days  after  at  Grand  Island  (then  an  inter- 
minable forest)  but  which  comer  stone  remains 
unclaimed  and  unoccupied  by  the  wandering  Jew& 
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There  is  a  Monument  to  be  seen,  however,  com- 
posed of  brick,  moriar  and  wood  on  which  are 
engraved  in  the  Hebrew  character  the  following 
words : 


ARRARAT. 
A   CITT  OF   RWOS  FOR  TBI  JKWi: 

VauuM  by  MordaMl  31.  Niah  |  la  Ua  aMtk 

Tbri.  UN, 

Saptenilxr,  IMI,  In  U»  MIk  fa  oT  AmnUm 


Grand  Island  has  many  cultivated  lots  scat- 
tered over  it ;  and  land  is  offered  by  the  proprietor 
\t  very  reasonable  terms  to  induce  the  complete 
setMement  of  it  The  Island  abounds  in  game,  is 
watered  by  numerous  springs,  and  is  in  every  way 
adapted  to  agricultural  purposes.  It  is  constantly 
visited  by  that  peculiar  class  of  Buffalo  gentlemen, 
C'Uling  themselves 


SPORTBUKir. 
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SOHLOSSER. 


I N  E  miles  below  Tonawanda,  we  pass 
SoiiLOBBBR  LAin>iNO,  Celebrated  as  the 
spot  where  the  steamer  Carolint  was 
cut  loose  by  English  militia,  one  night 
,  m  the  winter  of  1837,  during  the  rebellion  of 
Canada. 

The  insurgents,  calling  themsclres  "Patriots," 
being  driven  from  their  purpose,  the  leaders  took 
up  their  stand  on  Navt  Islaud,  which  you  may  see 
there  separated  by  a  nr  tow  channel  from  Grand 
Island,  and  having  been  visited  by  great  numbers 
from  the  American  side,  through  curiosity,  the 
little  steamboat  Caroline,  of  Buffalo,  was  put  upon 
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.■Ai.ti;rii.-i..i«iik  iSiii  jt^tjaaiiwiOt 


TO   NUOARA    tJihia. 


1.1 


Fn-T  ■<>«  Cirollut— lu  ^Mtnuitloa  rwoln4  ra. 


tlie  lino  as  a  feiTy  boa' ;  a  speculation  which  proved 
very  lucrative  to  tlie  owner.  But  scarce  had  her 
tide  of  trade  began  when  she  was  reported  to 
Colonel  Sir  Allan  N.  McNab,  then  commanding  a 
force  of  nearly  three  thousand  men  at  Chippewa, 
as  a  craft  whose  employment  was  conveying  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  "  Patriots  "  on  Navy  Island. 

Acting  under  that  impr^suon,  this  British  Com- 
mander resolved  on  the  destruction  of  the  Caro- 
line and  detailed  a  chosen  gang.  Accordingly  to 
carry  out  his  plans,  this  gallant  expedition  was 
placed  under  the  conduct  of  a  half-pay  Captain  of 
the  Royal  Navy.  At  the  solemn  hour  of  midnight 
CoL  MoNab  reviewed  the  expedition  which  imme- 
diately after  departed  on  its  fiendioh  mission  b 
eight  boat& 

ScuLOBSBR  was  then,  as  it  is  still,  a  place  wher« 
no  accommodation  was  to  be  had.  What  was  called 
a  tavern,  was  but  a  miserable  excuse  for  that  ne- 
cessary institution,  and  as  a  matter  of  course 
numbers  filled  the  sleeping  plnces  of  the  Caroline. 
She  was  moored  there  at  the  whart  There  were 
no  offensive  or  defensive  weapons  on  board  She 
was  floatmg  under  her  national  colors  in  her  own 
legitimate  waters.  Midnight  came,  and  the  solitary 
watchman  on  the  deck  was  totally  unaware  of  the 
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danger  that  awaited  the  craft.  When  suddenly 
he  bears  the  plash  of  oars  and  the  rippling  at  the 
bows  of  approaching  boats.  In  answer  to  *he 
sentry's  challenge  of  "Who  goes  there?"— 
"  Friends,"  was  the  reply,  and  m  another  instant 
the  deck  was  alive  with  armed  men.  The  scene 
that  ensued  was  frightful  The  dismayed  sleepers 
rushed  uj  on  deck.  There  was  a  violent  struggle 
between  life  and  death— fire  arms  were  freely  used 
by  the  British;  and,  amid  tlie  cries  of  "  Cut  them 
down!  give  no  quarter!"  Half  dressed  men  were 
seen  to  spring  upon  the  wharf  through  showers  of 
blows  aimed  at  their  life.  The  last  man  that  ap- 
peared upon  deck,  was  poor  Durfbb.  He  stood 
awhile  attempting  to  ward  off  the  thruste  made 
at  him,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  jumping  on  shore. 
But  a  too  well  aimed  pistol  shot  laid  the  poor  fel- 
low dead  upon  the  whar£ 

Hfcving  accomplished  so  much  of  their  errand, 
these  gallant  invaders  cut  the  Caroline  loose  from 
hor  moorings,  and,  having  got  all  their  precious 
band  mto  the  boatat  they  pulled  back  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  while  the  devoted  little  steamer 
floated  into  the  wild  current  of  the  Niagara,  enve- 
loped in  flames,  which  lit  up  the  awful  darkness  of 
the  night  amid  the  brutal  triumph  of  her  destioyer& 
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Swifter  and  swifter  sdll  she  goes  on  )^^  eternal 
toyagp.  She  rides  the  nfiids.  Th*  lagbg  ele- 
ments of  fire  and  water  batUe  fiereely  for  th«cr 
own.  She  reaches  the  awful  precipice.  As  the 
dying  embers  light  more  brightly  wfacyj  about  to 
exjHre.  So  the  doomed  Carotin*  enwrapt  in  flame 
that  flies  to  Heaven  for  vengeance,  lifted  her  finrn 
to  the  cataracts  breast,  and  plunged  amid  the 
hissing  roar  of  that  mysterious  fall  into  tionihihip 
tioni 


«Ut^'''MiS»:i.iiti. 


H  E  B  E  »  now  a  plank  road  from 
Sohloeser  Landing  to  Niagara  Falls 
Village,  which  will  render  the  river 
_^_____^  trip  very  pleasant,  as  it  is  but  two  i 
mihc  from  this  landing  to  the  FallSr 

Chippxwa,  on  the  Canada  side,  is  the  last  pla«e 
that  is  navigable  with  safety  on  the  Niagara  Siver 
wUch  even  here  'm  fearfully  r^id. 

The  Tonawanda  and  Chippewa  Creeks  are  the 
only  an^dlliaries  to  the  Nii^ra. 

FoBT  SoBLOMBR  IS  the  next  pwnt  of  .any  interest 
w«  psM.  Thia  primitive  fortification,  never  of  any 
gnat  iqipearance,  was  erected  during  the  French 
war,  and  has  now  yielded  its  warlike  features  to 
the  simple  snules  of  husbandry.  It  stood  upon  a 
gentle  elevation  between  the  present  road  and  the 
rirer.  This  place  is  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
Paixb,  the  thunders  of  which  may  be  distinctly 
heard  now  over  the  noise  of  the  rushing  Railroad 

Train. 
Then  is  Ib»  Isuiin>,  which  stands  m  all  iu 
Hffffn  and  winter  purity  ot  whiteoMi  di* 
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Tiding  the  tumbling  waters  as  they  audlyseek 
Uieir  gallant  leap!  We  hare  aeoompBBhed  our 
journey.  The  steam  whistle  screediea  and— hi— 
presto!    We  enter 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  NIAGARA  FALLE 

HIS  remarkable  place  was  laid  out 
in  lots  by  the  late  Jddob  Pobtir,  to 
whom  nearly  the  entire  pn^wrty,  iii- 

eluding  the  picturesque  islands  at  the 

cataract,  as  well  as  adjacent  to  it»  belonga. 

It  is  kid  out  with  skill  and  judgment)  and  ihen 
is  little  doubt  it  will  yet  swell  into  a  fine  manufiM- 
turing  town,  if  not  a  city.  Some  brick  and  itfiae 
blocks  have  been  put  up  within  a  year.  Ad  Epis- 
copalian and  a  Prasbyteriaa  Church  hare  also 
been  erected,  as  also  a  Romin  Catholic  Church  of 
stone.  The  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Sons  of  Tern* 
perance  Lave  gorgeous  haDs  on  the  mnn  stnei 
Both  orders  are  in  a  reiy  flotaiahing  state. 

This  is  the  main  street  through  which  we  are 
now  steaming.  It  crosses  our  track  at  i^ht  anj^ 
and  that  line  of  rail  which  yoo  obserre  mns 
through  the  middle  of  it,  is  the  Raihoad  to  Look- 
port,  on  the  Erie  Canal,  about  24  milM  fiom  this^ 
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Tbo  TiTlffE"  pcesenta  maaj  places  of  amusement, 
9Uiph  M  Billwrd  »W«a«,  Bowling  Alleys,  a  Public 
Ovden,  and  is  also  possessed  of  a  smart  little 
Weekly  Newspaper  called  "  Tke  Iris  of  Niagara," 
published  by  G.  W.  Haokbtaff,  an  English  gen- 
ileman,  who  formerly  published  in  C^ada  an 
independent  journal,  thoroughly  advocating  liberal 
fffindples,  entitled  "  The  Londw  Enquirer." 

TifB  TfJAgpfyhic  wires  operate  here  in  oonjunc- 
titm  irith  the  Cwwda  line.  So  that,  should  any 
ii^SKPMtliaii  be  required,  or  any  meivage  sent,  the 
anxiouB  pai^  -yfHi.  n«t  have  to  wait  upon  the 
bm#-Re(^-fp«(4  of  ti>at  vipaod.  mTention  which 
kittc4  b()ff^%#ed  poet  boys,  and  too  often  failed 
to-pcmre,  with  «nj  dyuie  of  decency,  ito  right  to 
t^  title  ol 
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STEAMBOAT  ROU\     TO  THE  P.iLLa 

8  it  is  to  the  t.  tereit  of  the  flight- 
seer  to  be  put  m  poBsession  of  titst 
knowledge  which  will  enable  him  to 
choose  his  own  eoorse,  and  Motive 
as  mnch  of  tiie  infomaation,  he  came,  perhaps^  franii 
a  great  distance  to  gather.  We  teA  Ova  ^ty  now 
as  a  good  and  fiuthful  guide,  and  worthy  of  all  re- 
pute, to  call  the  attention  (A  our  reader  to  the 
Falls  by  the 


•  TIAXBOAT. 


The  Sttle  erafk  CUfion.  itarta  firam  Bdhlo 
every  day  at  9  o'clock;  and,  as  she  veiy  soon  seta 
ioto  tho  current  of  the  Hlagara  ftn.  find  yottiwf 
gliding  aTV^y,  as  in  a  f{ufydrealn,oaih8  boMti^^ 


so 
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thoM  Tery  waton  which  aoon  trill  take  that  leap 
which,  rather  than  take,  you  would  submit  to  be 


SHOT    AT. 


Hixxl  The  hut  ben  rings:  "All  aboard  there!" 
"In  with  the  planL"    Plaah  go  the  paddli 
She  is  under  wayl 


mc 


Look  towards  the  bow  iDd  yon  see  the  green 
wooded  shores  of  CanadSi    Iiook  to  the  left  and 


Ktmmmmt^miliiUStii 


ttma^- 


TO   HIAOARA    FALL*. 


21 


»  (tun  Cilj  of  th*  Uk«  "—Tort  Eria, 


you  see  that  you  are  just  passing  the  pier  and  Ught- 
house  of  Buffalo — and  now  look  to  the  right  and 
you  see  the  "  Queen  City  of  the  Lakes,"  with  her 
many  churches  artpiring  towards  Heaven,  but 
sticking  to  etirth  with  the  tenacity  of  stones  and 
mortar. 

Buffido  has  sprung  from  the  very  wonb  61  ne- 
cessity. The  position  she  holds  is  impcegnable  to 
the  assaults  of  rivalry.  She  must  grow,  and 
growing,  she  must  expand  ultimately  to  tlie  siie 
of  a  first  rate  city,  blessed  with  commerce,  and  en- 
dowed with  cajntaL 

There  on  the  left,  on  the  Canada  shore^  which 
we  are  nearing,  stand  the  ruins  of  Fort  Ebk.  It 
is  directly  oppoute  to  Buffalo,  and  still  retains  the 
remains  of  its  former  strength,  having  the  credit, 
even  in  these  days,  amongst  military  engineers  of 
bemg  admirably  planned  and  soundly  executed. — 
It  was  <>reo(ed  by  the  French  about  a  centmy  ago^ 
and  was  the  scene  of  some  glorious  exploits  during 
the  border  wars  of  1812  to  181i.  being  ei^tured 
during  the  latter  year  by  Major  General  Brown, 
taking  its  c6mman(.VK*it,  Major  Buck,  with  one 
hundred  and  thtrty-sevcr  men  prisoners  of  war<— 
The  American  general  aft/>r  ^e  affair  of  Fnrt 
Qeorge  ud  the  battle  of  Chippewa  and  Niaspa* 
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hen  natamed  •  siege  which  ended  in  the  retiring 
of  fhe  Biitiah,  the  abandonment  and  destraction 
of  the  Fort  by  the  Amerioans. 

Ab  the  steamer  mores  along  the  Canada  shore, 
vaty  be  seen  Th«  Bed  iftU;  directly  c^postte  to 
irhich  point  the  explosion  of  the  boiler  of  the 
iteamer  Troy  occurred,  March  the  23nl,  1850,  at 
I  half-past  9  o'clock,  p.  u.  This  ill-fated  Teasel  had 
jvst  arrived  fit>m  Sandusky,  and  had  in  ram  at- 
tempted to  enter  the  port  of  Buffido,  upon  finding 
a  impossible  to  clear  the  ice  there,  she  steered  fun* 
Bladi  Rock,  detemuning  to  land  her  passengtsrs  at 
the  Pier.  When  die  had  reached  this  pobt,  the 
boiler  burst  with  a  terrific  report  and  the  unman- 
ageable wreck  floated  down  the  rirer  to  Blae 
Sock,  where  she  was  secured  to  the  whar£  By 
this  sad  erent*  thirteen  Itres  were  mstantly  lost,  a  i 
BuodMr  bkmn  orerboard,  and  after  a  struggle, 
drowned.  Many  were  rery  badly  wounded,  some 
of  whom  died  in  a  few  days  after. 

WAtSRLOO. 

W«  are  now  passing  the  little  village,  which  is 
distant  a  little  mwv)  than  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
IWt  Eriei  It  has  about  fifty  houses  and  a  little 
Ibroe  hundred  inhabitmts.     Any   person 
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visbing  to  visit  Fort  Erie,  or  to  proceed  to  the 
F' '  Trom  this  pomt,  can  at  all  times  find  convey- 
ances at  moderate  rate& 

There  is  a  steam  ferry  which  plies  between  tbia 
point  and  Black  Bock  on  the  opposite  shore. 

This  and  Chippewa  are  the  only  two  viHagea 
along  the  Canada  shore,  although  the  Welland 
Canal  is  within  reach.  There  appears  to  be  no 
progressive  spirit  here.  Waterloo  presents  the 
same  wooden  aspect  now,  that  it  did  some  twenty 
years  aga  But,  should  annexation  ever  take  plaee^ 
this  is  bound  to  be  a  flourishing  town. 


'"''mmmm 


DBSOiUPTIVI    OUIDI 


Qmtt  UUKl-NlH*n  Mnr. 


fit.  Jiife  <t*/»>«j/ii 


THE    ISLANDS. 

Sn  as  we  glide  along,  how  rudely  beautiiul 
Grand  bland  looks.  We  are  now  about  half  way 
past  it  Here  is  the  river  Niagara's  broadest  part, 
which  n  eight  miles  from  the  Canada  shore  to  the 
Am«ricAn,  at  Tonawonda.  The  two  channels  of 
the  river,  formed  by  the  intervention  of  Grand 
Island  are  about  three  quarters,  or  a  mile  broad. 

It  is  strange  how  this  extraordinary  river,  varies 
both  in  its  breadth  and  depth.  Where  we  are  now 
sailing  looks  calm  and  beautiful  Here  opposite 
SoHLOssKB,  the  Niagara  is  three  miles  wide.  A 
little  £uiher  down  it  narrows  its  course  to  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  and  becomes  impetuous  in  its 
progress,  a  little  farther  down  it  expands  again  to 
a  mile  and  a  half  At  the  Falls  it  is  again  thre^ 
quarters  of  a  mile  wide.  At  the  Wuirlpool  be- 
low the  Falls,  the  river  is  but  one  hundred  an  I 
forty-five  yards  in  breadtL 

It  is  still  more  unequal  in  its  depth.  In  soms 
places  it  is  not  quite  fourteen  feet,  while  in  otheii 
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the  Bounding-Iead  has  gone  down  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  fut 

The  sudden  falls  and  level  in  this  river  are  not 
its  least  curiosity.  Here  we  behold  it  sleeping 
peacefully,  with  scarcely  the  appearance  of  a  cur- 
rent, and  anon,  it  thunders,  foams,  and  rushes  down 
a  quick  descent 

NiAOARA  RivxR  is  studdcd  with  Islands  from 
its  commencement  to  its  discharge  over  the  Falls. 
They  are  thirty-seven  in  number.  Some  of  them 
little  more  than  rocks,  but  most  of  them  beautiful 
in  appearance. 

Those  two  Islands,  so  near  the  extremity  of 
(}rand  Island,  are  called  respectively  Buokuorn, 
and  Navt  Island.  On  the  latter  the  French,  in 
the  war  of  1759,  built  their  ships  of  war,  and 
having  other  business  connected  with  their  navy 
there.  On  the  coast  of  the  other  Island,  the  British, 
in  the  same  war,  burned  two  French  vessels,  whose 
charred  hulls  are  yet  visible. 
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NAVY   ISLAND. 

0  spot  about  here  is  more  famous 
than  the  celebrated  head-quarters  of 
that  distinguished  host  of  heroes, 
known  to  fam«  at  '"^he  Patriot^"  par 

excellence. 

This  choice  bit  of  terra-firraa,  belongeth  to  Hei 
Most  Gracious  Majesty,  Qukbn  Viotoru  Albxak- 
DRiNA,  Sovereign  Lady  of  the  British  Isles,  and 
Heaven  only  knows  how  many  dependencies  be- 

ndes. 

Now,  it  would  seem  that  some  restiess  subject* 
of  the  aforesaid  UtUe  Female  Sovereign  were  not 
as  content  with  her  provincial  rule  as  to  loyalty 
seemed  fit;  so  they,  being  hunted  up  and  threat- 
ened with  confiscation  of  property  and  life,  actually 
had  the  audacity  to  attempt  to  defend  themselves 
against  their  persecutors  and  thus  commenced 
what  is  usually  called  "  the  Canadian  Rebellion  of 

1837." 

Being  crushed  and  put  down  by  the  red  arm  of 
English  power,  the  rebeUion  ceased,  and  the  leaders 
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(led  to  this  laUnd,  where  they  determined  to  make 
a  stand  and  look  for  Amerioan  sympathy.  They 
were  at  first  but  a  mere  hondful,  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  individuals,  under  the  command  of  a 
person  calling  himself  Giviral  Suthbrlawd; 
amongst  them  was  the  notorious  Wic  Lton  Mo- 
Kknzib,  who  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  b 
stirring  up  the  rebellion.  Their  numbers  rapidly 
increased,  until  at  length  they  counted  an  htmdred 
men,  when  the  dai^g  affair  of  the  Caro/wM 
brought  matters  to  a  cruus,and  Oiniral  Soon  by 
command  of  the  Government,  completely  suppres- 
sed this  border  warfare,  and  Navy  Island  was 
evacuated  by  "The  Patriots,"  for  aye  and  forever. 
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CHIPPEWA. 

HEBE  at  the  mouth  of  Chippewa 
Creek  is  the  village  of  the  same  name. 
It  is  a  port  of  entry,  and  contains 
from  two  to  three  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. The  harbor  is  good,  and  the  Creek,  which 
is  navigable  to  large  vessels  for  twenty  miles  up, 
is  spanned  by  a  drawbridge  one  hundred  yards 
long. 

There  is  a  rail-road  firom  Chippewa  to  Queens- 
ton;  which  runs  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
pasong  close  to  the  Falls,  at  one  pnnt  gives  a  no- 
ble view  of  its  wonders.  As  yet  the  want  of  that 
energy  and  enterprise  so  remarkable  on  the  Ameri- 
can side  has  failed  to  establish  a  locomorve  power. 
So  that  the  carriages  on  these  rails  are  dragged 
along  by  horses. 

The  view  of  the  rapiOs,  and  scenery  above, 
from  this  pomt  is  veiy  fine. 

OHIFPBWA  TO    THB    VALLS. 

It  is  now  in  the  power  a(  the  tourist  to  keep 
along  the  Canada  shore  by  land,  or  to  crosa  to 
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ScUooser,  and,  on  the  American  nde,  to  enter  this 
great  theatre  of  Nature's  wondera 

Should  he  dioose  the  former  oonrse,  it  n  fuO  of 
beauty  and  grandeur.  Let  us  on  then — ^The  field 
on  which  the  celebrated  Battli  or  Cbipfiwa  was 
fought  is  about  two  miles  from  this,  on  the  road  to 
Bu£blo. 

Look  at  the  Niagara  River  now,  and  you  per- 
ceire  the  pdnt  at  which  the  Rapids  commence 
there  at  the  beginning  of  /m  IjlaruL  Observe  now, 
that  between  us  and  Iris  Islandi  are  three  diminn- 
tive  isles  called  the  Sisters,  two  of  which  are  named 
Moss  and  Deer,  the  third  bemg  namelesa  .  Be- 
tween those  islands  and  the  main  land,  where  we 
are,  you  behold  the  Great  Rapids  1  Down  on  the 
shore,  where  rre  are  now  passing,  at  the  bend  of 
this  inlet  or  bay,  is  a  burning  spring,  and  the  large 
island  you  see  in  that  little  bay  is  Cynthea  Isle. 

Our  road  now  runs  by  the  grounds  of  the  Hok. 
Thomas  Clark,  and  adjacent  is  the  residence  and 
demesne  of  the  late  Samdxl  Strkkt^  Esq.,  who  was 
reputed  to  be  the  richest  mdividual  in  Canada. 

Crbsobrt  Isu  now  takes  our  atbention.  There 
are  many  small  islands  here  within  view,  which 
though  not  hirg9  mongh  to  entitle  them  to  notice 
separately;  yet> l^ tiieLri^peDt^,  thoM obstmotiooa 
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an  Ibifped,  irbich  give  to  the  ra|Hds  all  that  boiling 
maddening  fuiy  wUch  fonns  their  splendour. 

On  the  left  of  our  road,  on  a  risbg  ground  i»a 
large  white  building  with  oolonnadeB.  It  was 
formerly  a  hotel,  nuned  the  Ontario  House,  but  is 
now  used  as  a  barrack  for  soldiers. 

Further  on  to  our  left  is  the  Pavtuoit  Honu 
It  occupies  a  very  elevated  and  consjucuons  posi- 
tioB.  It  overlodu  tUe  Horse  shoe  iail  and  Table 
rock,  and  gives  to  the  spectator  a  view  of  great 
■ablimity.  It  is  well  keptand  r'rtb>  natron- 
age. 
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CITY   OF   THE  FALLS. 

[E  BOW  enter  the  propoeed  Chrr  of 
TUK  Faua,  and  a  more  nugnifioent 
aite  fold  city  never  was  given  to  man. 
[Bat  aochis  the  want  of  spirit  amongst 
Her  Britamo  Majesty's  sabjeeta  m  this  Provinee, 
that  as  yet  it  ccmtmuea  a  dty  o»  paper,  an  oriental 
dream — a  casUe  in  the  air  i 

This  is  DfunfMOintTiu.1,  a  neat  thriving  village^ 
which  has  grovrn  and  progressed  n^dly. 

Having  vidted  Luitdt's  Lani,  anodier  tiattle 
ground  of  the  war  of  1812,  we  will  proceed  fnnn 
Dmmmondville  to  Cunov. 

Here  is  the  site  of  another  dty  of  mtentkofc — 
However,  we  have  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  the 
tourist  is  well  provided  £»  at  this  magnifioent 
Hotel,  oalled  the  Clifton  House,  where  the  moat 
comprehensive  view  can  be  had.  And  where,  bj 
following  the  gently  descending  roadway,  we  reach 
the  ferry  that  connects  the  royal  Province  with  the 
great  BepubUcaa  Unicm. 


offen  tie  «nJ«d  advantage  of  a  pack  of  bounds, 
which,  with  .B  other  nece«arie»,  are  erer  ready  for 
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NIAGARA. 

lAOARA  isaname, vhiohmthe 

descripthre  language  of  the  Iroqnoi% 

who  most  frequented  these  parts*  sig- 

nifiesVrHUHDW   or  Watiks  ;    and 

where  eould  a  word  be  found  to  oonvey  at  once  to 

the  miitd  so  distmoUy,  and  so  boldly,  tiie  truth  of 

conception.    This  river,  or  rather  strait^  connect* 

Lakb  Emis  and  its  nighty  sister  waters — Sopb- 

ftiOB,  MibHioAR,  HcBON,  and    St.  Clair,   with 

Ontario;  which  latter  in  its  turn,  pours  its  proud 

tribute  through  the  ^ant  river  St.  Lawrknok,  mto 

the  vast  Ailantio  Ockan. 

All  these  and  numerous  smaller  lakes,  which 
first  find  a  buth  in  the  rocky  moimtains,  may  well 
be  considered  hs  one  grand  river,  which  sweejHng' 
down  from  a  hdght  of  several  hundred  feet  ad- 
vances onward  u>  the  sea,  49  the  monarch  of  rivers, 
for  more  than  two  thousand  miles,  receiving  in  his 
course  the  plentiful  tributaries  of  his  oountlesa 
allies.  Now  sproading  out  his  court  to  almost 
boundless  extent,  now  contractmg  and  consolidating ' 
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hU  ruriimg  power  until,  at  Urn  sacred  spot  he 
Taulto  down  01  dl  hU  might  and  majesty  mto  the 
fathomless  depth  below,  and  riring  m  suLen 
«r«ide«r.  goes  forw«d  to  spread  out  his  dominion 
See  again  in  the  green  bo«>m  of  0«t»"o' 

ThI  we  ^  that  the  wat^m  of  the  worfd . 
trideitlakea.  together  with  innumerable  tributaries 
ISb  »«i»AL  one  hundred  mid  fifty  thousand 
«mai«  «a«  of  BHrfaee.  are  fowrd  over  thi.  great 

3l  fbrtibg  •  *»*■»«*.  ^^»«*  '"*°*"  ""^ . 
rtDdied  fora  time  before  the  bounded  imagination 
«r  ttMki  oaa  MBliM  its  actual  truth. 

Xifeiigiiage  toil  soaroely  approach  it  nearer  than 
«fae  paor  Vidian's  simple,  yet  expressive,  Thu,^ 
if  wtOeri-^  i»  ia  truth  Nimar*  I 
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his  sacred  Bpot  he 
nd  majesty  into  the 
1   rinng   in   sullen 
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le  TWtncas  must  be 
Ixninded  ima|^tioii 
truth. 

)roAoh  it  nearer  than 
expreadre,  Thvmikr 
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THE   FALLS  OF  lOAOAIU. 

R  E  situated  in  latitude  43  deg;  6 
min.  ninth,  and  longitude  2  deg.  8 
min.  west  from  Wtahingtwi.  It  is  22 
miles  north  from  BvmJa,  and  14 
miles  south  from  the  point  fd  Us  jwnotioa  with 
Lmqi  OnTiMao. 

There  is  an  idea  prevalent  that  the  neigblwiiiv 
hood  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara  must  be  liable  to  dis- 
ease, consequent  on  the  oqlbtant  mist,  which  de- 
scends from  the  Cataract  i^  But  such  is  not  the 
case.  The  climate  of  thi^  magic  n^hbourhood  is 
salubrious  in  tiie  extreme,  as  well  as  highly  invig- 
orating. 
The  atmosphere,  being  constantly  acted  on  by 
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the  rurfiing  of  the  vast  flood  of  water,  is  conw- 
quentlykeptpv*.  The  mort  decided  proof  of  the 
purity  of  NingaraFdls  it  to  be  found  ""^f*^^ 
quert  ftct  thrt  when  aU  the  world  WM  being 
iourgedby  (JAofcro,  tW«  »y«*«rioui  spot  and  lU 
neighboorbood  entirely  e«»pedl 

In  fcct,  no  epidemic  or  pestilential  complainU 
ever  Tint  this  spot    The  herU  and  wild  flowers 
te^athe  sweeter  perfome  here  than  ehewhei^  and 
curious  exotics  are  common.    No  reptiles,  wild  am- 
nuds  or  troublesome  ibaects  ata  here  to  be  found, 
not  even  musketoes.    Fowl  of  several  descriptions 
here  enjoy  sweet  converse  with  nature;  and  the 
eagle  and   seagull  hover  around  the  boundless 
•eene.  whilst  the  bee  and  the  butterfly  range 
through  the  fragrant  islands  that  stud  the  preci- 
pice that  has  nought  of  fear  for  them. 
We  will  now  proceed  to  view  the  Fails  from  all 
I  available  pointa. 
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VIEW  FROM  PaOSPECT  POINT. 

E  T  HI  now  proceed  through  the  grore 
to  Prospect  Point,  the  beat  view  at 
the    Falls  from  the  American  side.^ 

JAs  we  advance  towards  its  preseaoet 

the  thunder  of  Niagara  rolls  awfully  on  our  ean; 
and  now  a  turn  in  the  walk  brines  us  hi  front 
of  Prospect  Point  Cottage,  where  the  senses  are 
instantly  capttvated  by  the  sight 

Here  we  are  presented  with  aie  whde  line  of 
the  Cataract  m  pentpectiTe  from  one  shore  to  the 
other,  a  distance  of  fully  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 
Before  leaving  Prospect  Point,  let  us  advance  as 
near  the  brink  as  possible.  There  used  to  be  a 
small  projecting  pUtform,  baUanced  with  rocks  at 
this  place  to  enable  the  viator  to  advance  two  yards 
beyond  tba  edge,  and  look  down  in  safety  at  the 
mad  waters  dashing  down  amongst  the  rocks  be- 
low him,  to  a  depih  of  nearly  two  hundred  feetl 
This  convenience,  through  motives  of  prudence, 
has  been  removed,  however. 
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This,  next  us,  is  tbe  Amkrican  Fall,  with  the 
rapids  and  kl-nds  above.  Behold,  too  the  seething 
fathomless  cauld.^n  bceatk!  This  Island  near  us 
18  caUed  Bath  Islavd,  to  which  a  bridge  leads,  as 
you  see,  from  the  main  land.  Beyond  it  is  Iws 
Iblaot),  (sometimea  called  Goat  Island)  to  which 
another  bridge  leads,  foraung  one  fine  <rf  commu- 
nicafion  between  the  American  «hore  and  Iris 
filand,  the  grand  centre  of  the  aeries  of  cataracts, 
i^d  in  the  extreme  distance  is  the  Oaaadian 
(caBed  from  ita  pecuHar  form)  HoBsiKaoB  Fau- 
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VIEW   FEOM  THE   BRIDGE  AND 

ISLANDS. 

E  win  now  enm  that  bridge  wWch 
leads  to  Bath  Idaad.     Behold  how 
magnificent  the  wUd  turnKMl  of  thoao 
^^^^  waters  as  they  roll  and  foam,  and  rush 
on  recUediy  beneath  the  bridge  on  which  we  atand, 

to  ih«r  docMttfid  fell !  ^    .  .  ,  j 

It  must  be  a-aource  of  surprise  to  the  beholder, 
that  a  bridge,  such  as  that  on  which  we  are,  could 
be  erected  amidst  this  "HeU  of  waters."  at  little 
more  tSum  sixty  rods  from  the  fearful  precipice 

itsell 

The  plan  ad<^ted  was  nmple,  notwithstanding. 
:  The  first  abutment  framed  of  heavy  timber,  being 
\  set  up  on  the  bank,  pieces  were  run  out,  bearing 
'  onit,  and  bahmced  onthe  land  side  by  large  rocks 

of  several  tons  weight  Theae  beams  were  planked 
,  over,  and  thus  a  haa^  W^g®  ^^  ^""^"^  '^^ 
'  wWch  the  workmen  ran  out  stone  and  droned  them 

down  into  the  water  until  the  pUe  showed  itself;  a 
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cradle  or  strong  frame-woric  was  then  laid  down 
and  filled  up  with  heavy  stone-woik  This  pier  was 
soon  connected  permanently  with  the  abutment, 
and  the  same  course  of  proceeding  repeated,  until 
the  bridge  was  finally  completed;  and  by  adopting 
the  same  plan  in  miikbg  a  bridge  fiK>m  Batb  Island 
to  Iris,  the  connection  with  the  main  land  was 
made  both  safe  and  pleasant  Formerly,  the  viaitor 
to  Iris  Island  was  oompeBed  to  land  firam  bdow 
in  a  boat»  between  the  falls  at  the  base  of  Las 
Island. 

The  first  bridge  erected  here  was  hi  1817,  by 
General  PAUcmiRST  Wrnnntr,  of  the  Cataract 
House.  It  was  somewhat  lugher  up  the  n^ds. 
This  structure  did  not  last  more  than  one  year, 
bemg  carried  away  by  the  ice.  The  followfaig 
summer  after  its  destruction,  the  present  substan- 
tial  bridge  was  built  by  the  Messrs.  Portxb. 

The  whole  extent  of  this  bridgf  i^  forty-four 
rods,  viz :  Twenty-eight  rods  to  Bath  Island,  and 
thence  sixteen  rods  to  Iris  ind.  It  cost  ubout 
sixteen  hundred  doUara  This  bridge  was  re- 
paired in  1839,  and  also  in  1849,  and  is  now  in  a 
sound  and  perfect  state. 

Pause  here  and  scan  those  overwhdming  ra|>ids 
as  they  rush  down  their  kcBned  eouise,  and,  rush- 
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bg  vainly  against  the  piers  of  the  bridge  under  us, 
seem  to  tu»el  with  each  other  with  ungovernable 
anger,  tJU,  like  their  countlesa  predecessars,  they 
too  go  down  the  horrid  leap  together  1 

This  bridge  has  been  the  ailent  witness  of  many 
a  thrilling  scene,  but  of  not  one  which  caused  more 
dismay  than  the  following,  the  detailed  account  of 
which  we  here  give  from  the  columns  of  The  Buf- 
ftk)  Dmly  BepubUe  and  Courier  newspapers:— 

'  "MSLAirOBOLT  OOOTRM  '01   AT  KUOARA  FALLS." 

"A  most  melancholy  occurrence  took  place  at 

Niagara  Fall^  on  Monday  night  last,  about  twelve 

o'clock.    A  Mrs.  MiLutB,  who  represented  herself 

as  the  daughter  of  Senator  Nobvbll,  of  Michigan, 

and  as  the  wife  of  an  officer  in  the  army  now  in 

Florida,  and  who,  with  her  children,  had   been 

Btopflag  at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  jumped  firom  the 

bridge,  leading  to  Goat  Island,  into  the  river,  and 

was  carried  over  the  cataract    The  particulars  of 

this  heart-rending  affair  are  thus  given  by  a  cor- 

raspondent  of  the  Couner,  writing  from  the  Falls 

yesterday: 

«  Our  village  was  this  morning  thrown  mto  deep 
gloom  by  a  report  that  a  young  lady  had  jccobably 
oonunitted  suicide  here,  during  some  laoe  last 
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Seer  in  the  army  now  in 
her  children,  had  been 
Hotel,  jumped  firom  the 
Island,  into  the  river,  and 
tract  The  particulars  of 
are  thus  pven  by  a  cor- 
ler,  writing  from  the  Falls 

morning  thrown  into  deep 
b  young  lady  bad  ]crobably 
),  during  some  tooe  last 
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night,  which  is  undoubtedly  too  true.    The  cir- 
cumstances are  as  follows: 

"The  tram  of  cars  yesterday  momuig  brought 
hither  a  young  woman  of  fine  personal  appearance, 
and  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  having  with  her 
two  bright  looking  ^oys,  four  and  sue  years  old. 
After  taking  rooms  at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  she  called 
fat  writing  materials,  and  nothing  more  whs  known 
of  her  until  this  morning.  Between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock,  Uie  bell  of  the  room  she  had  occupied 
was  rung  by  the  little  boys.  Th^  were  inquiring 
iat  their  mother. 

"  Upon  the  table  were  found  three  letters— one 
directed  to  Major  Muxbr,  U.  a  A.,  and  one  to 
Hon.  JoBM  NoRVBu,  Detroit,  ICch,  and  one  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  Eagle  Hotel,  (a  copy  of  which  I 
send  you)— -also  the  ringlets  of  one  side  of  her 
head,  her  gold  watch,  two  trunks  of  clothing,  a  silk 
purse  containing  some  gt^d  and  silver  c«ns,  and 
her  wedding  ring. 

"  The  children  state  that  their  mother  had  bid 
them  good-bye  and  kissed  them,  after  they  had 
gone  to  bed— that  they  had  last  come  imm  Win- 
diestar,  ITuginia,  and  that  their  father  was  m  Flo- 
rida. No  cause  can  be  acaigned  for  the  act  %o 
appewBd  petftcUy  rational  throogboat  yesterday. 
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and  not  the  least  sjrmptom  of  insaiuty  was  noticed 
Nothmg  has  yet  been  found  to  throw  the  least  light 
npon  the  matter. 

«  p.  8. — Enough  has  been  found  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  the  unfortunate  lady  leaped  from  the 
bridge  that  loads  to  Goat  Island,  and  was  swept 
over  the  Falls.  Upon  the  second  pier  was  found 
her  bonnet,  which  had  been  trodden  upon.  Her 
black  crape  shawl  was  found  tied  to  the  railing  of 
the  bridge,  to  let  her  down  upon  the  pier  which  is 
some  six  feet  below  the  nuUng.  She  undoubtedly 
did  this  to  indicate  to  those  who  should  look  fas 
her,  that  her  mind  was  made  up  tor  the  fearful 
leap  into  the  yawning  chasm  below. 

"  Her  father  has  been  telegraphed,  and  the  clul- 
dren  have  been  kindly  taken  charge  of,  by  the 
Hon.  AuocsTUB  S.  Portke. 

"The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed 
by  Mrs.  Muxxa  to  Mr.  Wmn,  of  the  Eagle 
Hotel: 

"  'To  THK  PHOPBnSIORO?  TH«  EaOLI  HoTBL — 

My  mbd  is  made  up.  I  have  no  wish  to  Mve  aay 
laager.  I  shall  go  where  my  body  will  nw«r  be 
recovered.  No  one  shaD  gase  on  my  m&iq;Ied  M- 
iiudn&  Please  takeeare  of  my  two  fittle  boys  tOl 
they  can  be  sent  to  Detroit,  where  tiieir  gvaad  pft- 


'nffpimi.  II    iiimufc...  . 


TO  iruoAKA  rAua 


4» 


rente  redde.  They  are  the  wna  of  Major  Mm*., 
of  the  Army,  now  in  Florida,  and  gnad^ona  of 
tton.  Jomr  Noeviix,  Detroil»  Michigan.  Pleaae 
forward  my  letters,  and  protect  my  children  till 
some  of  their  tehuirea  can  come  for  them. 

'MRa  J.  G.  MILLER' 

•*  P<»MCBiPT._Since  the  above  waa  pot  m  trae. 
we  have  leaned  that  the«  i.  every  ««on  to  C 

^^^  ^""T" "  -^  -"^^^^  -'^ 

With  a  faendfiom  Philadelphia,  and  that  Aephied 
tte  d«wl  „d  bomiet  on  the  bridge  «Rdw«Je  the 
etter^  which  we«  found  in  her  room,  to  convey 
the  ,mprea«.n  that  die  had  gone  over  the  Falk 
Ibe  oroumatancea  leading  to  thia  belief  aw  aa 
loUows: 

••Oa  Thursday  last,  a  man  who  rogiatered  hia 
name  •  Henry  Blakemer,  Philadelphia,'  rtopped  at 
the  Exchange  Hotel,  in  this  city.    He  said  that  he 
expected  some  friends  in  a  day  or  two,  and  waa 
watching  the  arrival  of  eveiy  tram  of  cam    On 
the  anival  of  the  Sunday  morning  train,  he  waa 
observed  by  the  porter  of  the  house  in  convena- 
tion,  m  the  sitting  room  of  the  depot,  with  a  hdy 
with  two  children     The  lady,  who  was  afterwarda 
ascertained  to  be  Mm  MiUer,  took  lodgings  at  the 
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LoTffloy  HouM,  but  iub^squenUy  we,t  to  the  Ex- 
a^  where  die  reoudned  untU  Monday  ««*. 
iTSenAe  took  the  mne  o'dock  tmn  fiarthe 

"On  the  afternoon  of  Moiiday.Mr.Blakemer  went 

to  the  liveiyrtaWeof  Mr.MaieronWadangton. 

■treet.  and  hired  a  horse  and  buggy  to  go  two 

«k>.bebwTooawandiu  ^« '•*""i.'^*J?!; 
oTckick  on  Tuesday  mornuig  with  a  Wy^Mfe^ 

tobe  Mn.MiL«B,  leaving  ber  at  the  railroad  depot, 
when  he  brought  the  hor«  b-k  to  the  hrwy 

IrtOdeL  HethfncJledattheExJangefbrh. 
t^  .ad.aco«p«ued  by  ll«*Miller.t(«kU^^ 

*  fiilJtaS  which  leave,  here  ati  pa-t  6.  purcha«ng 

tickete  for  Cayuga  Bridge." 
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BATH    ISLAND. 

ERE  atthia  piotQroMiue  little  Toll 
House,  register  your  name,  and  pay 
twentj-five  oents,  which  sum  will  gire 
you  the  freedom  of  the  bridge  and 
islands  for  the  year. 
We  will  now  tahe  a  look  at 

SHIP    AKB    BKia    I8LASDI. 

Those  fimtastio  twins  received  their  present 
names  from  a  supposed  resemblance  to  vessels. 
This  little  bridge  which  leads  to  Ship  Island, 
although  s!igh(^  may  be  relied  upon  as  perfectly 
safe.  View  the  rapids  from  this  pobt!  How  wild 
the  world  of  waters  seema  Yet  how  heavenly 
peaceful  are  those  ideti,  embosomed  in  bit  foliage 
of  trees  and  vines,  carpeted  with  nature's  matchless 
moss,  and  redolent  of  flowers  that  never  felt  the 
withering  influence  of  man!  Ship  Island  is  also 
called  the  "  Lovers'  Retreat" 

A  truly  tasteful  lover  of  Nature  must  he  be 
who  would  here  take  up  his  abode  away  from  the 
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mde  realitie.  of  a  hearUc«  world,  wkch.  Uke  the 
water,  that  roU  an,und  him.  U  ever  progressing 
w«rdle«  of  agonies  which  rise  on  .U  cour«. 
Aye,  this  «  the  spot  for  the  votary  of 
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IRIS   ISLAND. 

S  there  on  iaie  b  this  world,  wUch 
1»«8  so  great  a  charm  n  this  little  spot 
of  earth,  scanelj  half  •  mile  long, 
J'md  but  eighty  rods  wide,  o(mtaiiuiig 
m  all  not  more  than  tixty-two  aerei  of  arable  land 
Yet  it  baa  been  riaited  by  bygone  genendona  ftt>m 
all  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  counUeM  generations 
yet  will  tread  ite  walks  of  wonder. 

We  before  stated  that  it  was  also  caUed  Qoat 
Itland  This  appellation  took  its  rise  from  the  fact 
of  a  Mr.  Steadman,  then  a  resident  at  Schlosser  in 
1770,  placing  a  variety  of  animals  on  it:  amongst 
others  a  number  of  goata  Of  these,  a  bearded 
patriarch  was  the  only  one  who  survived  the  se- 
verity of  winter,  and  he  remained  in  sole  passes- 
sion  for  a  long  time. 

The  beautiful  name  of  Iris  Mand,  it  derives  from 
the  rainbows,  which  perpetually  bend  round  ita 
shrine  at  the  Falls,  which  indicate  this  to  be  the 
flivorite  home  of  the  goddess  Iris.    Here  are  seats 


when  we  may  ait  and  rest  before  pwceeding 

fnrtlier.  •  .11.1 

Let  M  now  turn  to  the  light  and  take  a  look  at 

the 


Hoe'a  >A«K. 

Thia  narrow  ridge  is  80  called  from  its  peculiar 
shape.  From  it  you  have  a  magnificent  view  of 
the  Central  Fall,  the  American  Fall,  the  river  be- 
low, and  the  long  Ime  of  foliaged  perpendicular 
banks  which  waU  the  fallen  waters  as  they  speed 
•way. 
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THE  CaSNTRAL  OR  CRESCENT  FALL 

Wa  wBJ  nov  contemplate  the  beauties  of  tiifa 
Fall;  which,  tliough  narrow,  is, from  its  amadng 
depth,  alone  suflkient  to  inspire  reverence. 

It  is  formed  by  that  portion  of  the  KJagara  lirer 
cut  off  bf  PnospioT  Island  from  the  American 
volume  of  water,  and  is  but  twenty  yards  wide. 
How  dear— how  spaiUing^ how  fiuiy-Iike  it  toofai 
No  break,  no— no  difference— «|I  in  wuty^— one 
beautiful  vestaTs  dieet  of  stainlesBS  hue  spread.]^ 
ftemilyl 

Underneath  the  rodk  on  wliioh  we  stand,  and 
behbd  this  caseadet,  is  the  Cavb  or  tbb  Wihim, 
which  we  will  visit  presently.  But  first  let  ns  mm 
this  bridge  and  take  a  still  better  view  than  we 
have  yet  had  of  the  American  Fall  from 

PBOSFIOT    IBI.AHO. 

By  some  this  is  called  Luna  Islabd.  It  is  in 
trath  a  very  lovely  spoU  the  view  from  which  is 
Magnificent  Here  in  this  liohly  embowered  Ishmd, 


the  bird  of  liberty,  the  eagle,  used  to  enjoy  his  fuH 
bom  freedom  in  repose,  in  times  when  the  enslaver, 
Maf,  had  not  yet  profaned  its  sanctity  with  hit 
presence.  See  now— the  view  is  matchless— Here 
oome  the  rude  rapids,  rolling  and  struggling  dowa 
chafing  tiiose  many  little  sunny  islands  as  they  rusk 
akmg,  as  if  jealous  of  thdr  beauty.  There,  th« 
bnad  sheet  of  the  Ambrioah  Fall  tumbles  down 
the  disrp'  descent  in  terrible  mi^esty.  It  is  a  sight 
to  study — a  memory  never  to  be  erased.  We  will 
now  i«tum  to  Iris  Island,  and  ezamiae  the  very 
angular  i^peara&oe  presented  from  the  Hog's 
Bade,  being  what  are  called 

VHa    TBSKB    PROVILIB. 

•     ■  .      ■  ■ 

Tou  must,  however,  draw  powerfully  on  Imagina- 
tk«,  for  the  actim  of  ihe  waters  has  nearly  efiaeed 
them  altogether.  Tlie  first  (xr  highest  represented 
the  profile  of  a  negro ;  the  second,  of  a  well  featured 
young  man  ;  wd  the  third,  of  an  aged  man  with 
neetactoi» 
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VIBW  OF  THE  HORSESHOE  FALL. 

Wb  noir  fiMe  iowardB  Oanad*,  and  by  pmaing 
UuB  walk  MMB  oome  m  light  of  the  Tem^  Bock^ 
Bridge,  Tower,  and  the  beautifiil  onrte  called  the 
HoBsaaBOB  Fall. 

How  oia^oal  is  the  aeene  befine  us  I  Let  qa 
oontemplato  it 

Am  joa  penehre,  the  name  of  thki  FaUk  rather 
inapproiiriato  aow,  aa  the  cooatant  caving  way  of 
parta  ao  dtanged  ilalonn,  that  it  rather  reaembka 
the  ogare  S. 

PBOaPBOT    TOWBB. 

Thia  atone  boildingia  fcHT^-five  feet  high,  and  waa 
erected  m  the  year  1888,  by  Judge  Porter.  There 
ia  a  flight  of  winding  ataira  inaide  by  which  you 
aaoend  and  obtain  one  of  the  moat  unutterably 
magnificent  viewa  that  the  mind  can  take  in. 

Yoa  look  down  mto  the  veiy  caldron  itself  and 

'see  the  peerleaa  green  watera  how  they  hare  been 

kwt  in  foam  and  miat    Look  up  the  rapid%  and 
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see  those  beautiful  biOows  rushing  madly  on  in 
their  wild  career  as  if  dearous  of  their  destined 
leif>.  Look  at  either  side  and  behold  the  smiling 
green  shores  and  hear  the  thoughtless  birds  how 
tbey  carrol  on,  uaconseious  of  the  dread  abyss 
and  unscared  by  its  endless  thunder. 

Those  limbers  which  you  see  scattered  ab<mt» 
ai«the  powremuns  of  a  once  highly  useful  l»ii%e 
which  Gen.  Whitney  built  here. 

Tou  see  that  timber  which  projects  orer  the 
golph.  On  it  Francis  Abbott,  the  hermk  <rf  the 
Fall^  was  m  the  habit  of  taking  a  daOy  walk, 
raaohing  the  Ttxj  end,  and  turning  (m  lus  heel  to 
ooMM  back  A  feat  which  few  would  hare  nenre 
e»wigh  to  perform. 
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THE  BIDDLE    STAIR-CASE. 

0  W  let  vs  return  by  the  walk  we 
came  from  Prospect  Island,  and  visit 
|Tbk  Biddls  Stairoasx,  which  we 
I  passed  in  coming  here. 

This  staircase  takes  its  name  from  Niorolas 
BiDDLK,  Esq.,  at  whose  expense  it  was  erected  in 
1829,  and  to  whom  the  tourist  is  deeply  indebted, 
as  it  enabled  him  to  reach  this  part  of  the  island, 
to  pass  over  the  rocks,  and  apiatMich  the  falling 
sheet  of  water.  Before  its  construction,  the  tourist 
had  to  come  in  a  boat  from  the  ferry. 

A  steep  of  some  forty  feet,  notched  into  rude 
steps,  leads  to  the  head  of  the  staircase,  which  is 
about  eighty  feet,  having  ninety  steps.  From  this 
staircase  down  to  the  river  is  eighty  feet  more  of 
descent ;  making  the  total  descent  from  the  top 
of  the  bank  above,  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
feet  At  this  pnnt  of  the  river  below,  the  angler 
may  enjoy  his  vocation  in  an  unequalled  degree. 
Shortly  after  this  staircase  was  finished,  in  the  fisJl 


•^     III  mwniija 


I 


TO   HUOARA   /ALLS. 


61 


g«ia  hull,  th*  Jnmpti— Foot  of  tko  CMaiaet. 


of  1829,  the  eccentric  Sam  Patch,  the  most  daring 
jumper  in  the  world,  made  two  successful  leaps 
here  from  a  platform  ninety-seven  feet  high  1  Poor 
Sam,  not  content  with  his  glory,  made  another,  and 
a  greater  leap  at  the  Genesee  Falls ;  but  still  his 
ambition  was  ungratified ;  he  jumped  once  more 
from  the  same  place  from  a  height  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  feet!  This  was  his  last  leap :  for 
Sam  Patch  never  rose  again,  and  never  smce  has 
been  heard  o£ 

Having  descended  the  Biddle  Stwrs,  we  advance 
along  at  the  foot  of  the  cliflf,  with  the  fearfully  im- 
pending rocks  above  us,  seemmg  as  if  ready  just 
now  to  fall  and  crush  us.  Yet,  with  all  this  fear, 
there  is  something  so  imposing  in  our  atuation  as 
to  render  it  pleasing,  although  you  see  innumerable 
evidences  around  you  of  the  constant  falling  down 
of  fragments  from  above.  But  it  is  a  sort  of  assu- 
rance to  one  that,  amongst  the  countless  tourists 
who  have  trod  this  path  Ull  now,  not  a  angle  acci- 
dent has  yet  occurred. 

Let  us  now  approach  the  foot  of  the  Cataract, 
and  view  the  awful  splendor  of  this  scene.  Look 
at  that  hue  of  green  in  the  horseshoe  fall—what  can 
equal  that  ?  See  the  rich  alvery  waters,  how  they 
chase  each  other  down  that  terrible  descent   Here, 
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memblbg  frosted  pillars  of  snow ;  there,  one  aobd 
•beet  of  lollbg  glaaa  I  Behold  that  lorely  nun- 
bov — fit  acoompaument  of  auch  a  picture. 

Gaae  on.    We  ar«  in  the  presence  of  the  ea- 
chantM^. 
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THE  GAVE  OF  THE  WINDS. 


N  leaving  the  Biddle  Stain,  oar  beat 
oourae  ia  to  proceed  to  the  Central 
Fall  Let  ua  descend  this  aloping 
bank  to  that  limestone  rook  at  the 
lowest  p(»nt  of  the  shore  oi  Iris  Islaad,  called  the 
Lower  fishing  Uook. 

From  this  pdnt  see  what  a  noble  view  we  hare 
of  the  great  American  FalL  See  the  bold  cataract* 
how  it  iidls  in  brilliant  fidda  down  the  mighty 
jnecipioe  1  What  a  scene  for  an  atheist  to  look 
vpaa,  and  then  deny  the  existence  of  aaall  powev- 
fidCreatorl  How  vast,  how  gnuMJ^  how  bewUder- 
ing  to  the  nund  1  Dwell  on  it*  stianger — ^try  to 
bring  ita  magnitude  within  the  limitB  of  your  com- 
prehensbn  and  acknowledge  yourself  an  atom,  a 
mere  atom  in  nature,  for  that  you  are,  and  no 
more.  Then,  what  is  liiSs  but  a  shwt  confused 
game  of  mortality ! 
As  w«  re-asoend  Ae  skjpbg  bank  to  die  Oenfral 
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Fall,  we  have  before  ua  that  great  ourioai^i  koowo 

TBI   OAVa   OF  TBI   WIKD8. 

Come,  let  us  enter.  But,  first,  cast  jour  eyes 
upwards,  and  behold  the  impendbg  cliff  which 
overhangs  us  like  a  dark  destiny,  and  see  that  mag- 
nificent sheet  of  snowy  purity,  how  it  leaps  exultant 
from  the  topmost  rock,  and  flashes  down  into  mid 
air,  and  plunges  below  with  the  hoarse  voice  of 
thunder  ! 

Let  us  descend  these  rude  steps,  and  enter  the 
cavern.  Listen — here  might  the  ancients  have  lo- 
oated  BoRXAs,  for,  surely,  all  the  chained  storms 
ar      ^tting  out  their  madness  here  I 

iNuw  we  are  at  the  bottom.  Let  us  retire  to  the 
back  of  the  cavern,  and  gaze  in  silence  on  the 
wondrous  scene.  This  awful  temple  of  Nature 
was  first  entered  in  1884,  by  Messrs.  Warn  and 
Sms,  residents  of  the  village  above  us.  They 
came  m  a  boat  from  the  foot  of  Prospect  Island, 
and  entered  the  Gave  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty. 
Some,  for  the  romance  of  the  thing,  enter  by  the 
same  way  now,  although  there  is  no  necessity  for 
so  dobg. 
li  The  dimensiona  of  the  Cave  are  one  hundred 
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feet  n  ide,  thirty  feet  deep,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  feet  high.  The  bottom  is  about  thirty- 
five  feet  from  the  water's  edge,  and  is  composed 
of  those  fragments  which  time  and  the  wearing 
cataract  have  broken  and  lot  fall  upon  the  spot 

It  is  curious  to  observe  the  spray  how  it  curls 
along  the  sloping  bottom  of  the  cavern,  then  roll- 
ing up  along  the  rocky  back,  seeks  the  shelving 
ceiling  where  it  breaks  into  distinct  portioD\  and  by 
its  constant  action  on  the  air  gives  those  reverbera- 
tions which  have  given  rise  to  its  title  of  "  the  Car* 
of  the  Winda"    A  fit  palace  for 
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THE    AMERICAN    SHEET. 

ERE,  between  the  Central  and 
American  Falls,  there  U  a  vacant 
qpace,  immediately  at  the  foot  of  Pros- 
pect Island  ;  it  is  roofed  by  the  tum- 
bling  cascade.  Let  ns  enter  and  rest  awhUe.  Oh, 
what  a  view  have  we  here  1 

Come  now,  we  will  ramble  to  the  American  Fall, 
and  pass  under  it  as  £eu-  as  you  dare.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  there  being  a  passage  clear  through,  but 
who  is  he  who  would  dare  to  pass  it  ?  How  over- 
whehning  is  the  majesty  of  this  place— how  awe- 
inspiring,  yet  sublimely  beaiUifid  I 

We  will  now  ascend  the  Biddlb  Staircase,  and 
i«sume  our  dresa.  Here  we  will  rest»  before  wo 
take 

TBI    TOUB    or    IRXB    XBLAND. 

The  road  runs  entirely  round  the  Island,  and 
yreaents  many  attractions.  Here  you  perceive  the 
load  baa  bem  carried  away  by  the  coaitunt  en- 
flvoaohmenta  of  the  oeaaeleaa  flood. 
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See  thoeo  trees  that  are  nov  trailing  in  the  wa- 
ter. Tliey  wore  once  flourishing  on  the  firm  hank 
Loolt  from  this  point  at  the  mad  rapids,  as  they 
career  along  to  their  awful  boundary. 

Those  timbers  which  you  observe  amongst  the 
rocks  are  the  remains  of  the  Detroit,  the  flag-ship 
of  Cnptoin  Barclay,  which  was  captured  together 
with  several  other  vessels,  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Lake  Erie,  when  Oommodore  Pkrrt  gained  a 
decisive  victory  over  the  British,  September  the 
10th,  1813. 

The  Detroit  was  brought  here  from  Buffalo  m 
the  autumn  of  1841,  with  the  mtention  of  .sending 
her  over  the  Falls.  Great  numbers  of  spectators 
assembled,  but  were  doomed  to  be  disappomted, 
for  the  Detroit,  striking  against  one  of  those  ledges 
of  rocks  in  the  rapids,  was  at  once  dismasted,  and 
became  a  wreck  ;  part  of  her  went  over  the  Falls  in 
the  night  time,  and  parts  have  been  goug  over  at 
intervals  since,  until  now  the  few  sticks  which  re- 
main,  are  all  that  may  be  seen  of  the  onoe  gallant 
ship-of-war. 


1 


!M 


66 


DBSORIPnVK   GUIDE 


ll<M  IiImhI— Th*  miniatiin  Catarwt. 


MOSS  ISLAND. 

HIS  lovely  Island  is  so  called  from 
its  being  covered  with  a  lovely  velvet- 
like moss.      It  presents  one  of  the 
______  sweetest  spots  that  eye  can  rest  upon. 

Here  that  eccentric  character  called  "  The  Hermit 
of  the  Falls,"  proposed  to  build  a  cottage  in  the 
rustic  style,  with  a  draw-bridge  to  the  island,  by 
which  he  might  be  alone  when  he  pleased.  It  is 
a  jMty  that  permission  was  not  given  for  the  erection 
of  this  hermitage,  as  it  would  have  added  very 
much  to  the  romance  of  the  Falk 

The  islands  outside  Moss  Island  are  called  the 
Sisters.  It  would  be  a  vast  addition,  to  the  interest 
of  Uiis  localiiy,  if  these  beaufiul  island*  were  united 
by  bridges. 

Bfltvreen  Moss  and  Iris  Islands,  ther^  ia  a  minia- 
tikre  c&taract,  whi'^h  b  inexpressibly  beautiful  This 
tbe  Hermit  of  the  Falls  wau  in  the  habit  of  using 
as  a  shower-bath,  and  certmnly  a  more  delightful 
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one  could  not  have  been  enjoyed  by  any  prince  or 
potentate. 

We  are  now  at  the  head  of  Iris  Island.  Here, 
before  the  formation  of  the  bridge,  the  stranger 
was  compeUed  to  gratify  his  curiosity  at  the  peril 
01  his  life,  by  navigating  to  rk  pomt  between  the 
rapids  on  either  side— a  darii^a  venture. 

See,  .here  is  the  fiw-femed 


HOCSB     OF    THK     HSRtflT. 

Here  is  the  spot  where  resided  the  eccentric  and 
unfortunate  Fbancir  Abbott,  commonly  known  as 
the  Hermit  op  thx  Falls, 

He  was  a  young  Englishman,  who,  concung  to 
viiit  the  Falls  in  1829,  became  so  overpowered  that 
he  couJd  not  withdraw  himself;  f>om  the  romantic 
spot,  but  remained  week  after  week,  and  month 
after  month,  until  at  la  ,t  his  love  of  the  wild  scene 
became  a  mono  mania,  and  he  shunned  all  society, 
save  that  of  nature.      He  was  learned,  highly  ac- 
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complished,  gifted  with  a  most  attractive  person, 
and  a  finished  elegance  of  manner,  which  at  once 
bespoke  him  of  high  origin.  But,  as  to  Ids  real 
name  or  history,  all  is  secret 

In  June,  1831,  he  was  bathing  in  the  river  be- 
low the  Falls,  when,  it  is  supposed,  he  got  into  the 
curre^it  and  was  drowned.  His  body  was  picked 
up  some  ten  days  after  at  Fort  Niagara,  and  buried 
at  his  loved  Niagara  Falls.  He  was  about  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age  when  he  perished.  But  y  -urs 
and  centuries  will  pass  away  before  the  memory 
can  be  obliterated  of 

THX  HSRUIT  or  THB  VALLS. 


jn, 

Lce 

ea! 

be- 

bhe 

ced 

led 

ty- 

uTS 

oty 

; 

:,; " . 

TO    NIAOAKA    FALLS. 


Tlu  Gram— BridKa  at  Bath  htud. 


THE    GRAVES. 

E  AS  this  spot  on  an  elevated  sand- 
bank some  mounds  existed,  nrhich,  on 
ezaminatiQn,.proved  to  be  graves.  Hu- 
man remains  were  discovered  in  them; 
each  mound  containing  a  body  in  a  sitting  position. 
None  of  the  Indian  tribes  now  in  existence  can 
account  for  these  remains,  although  it  is  highly 
probable  that  they  were  of  some  of  the  aboriginal 
tribes,  who  here  worshiped  the  Great  Spirit  within 
the  sound  of  his  almighty  voice,  sent  up  fix>m  the 
fathomless  depths  of  the  waters ! 

We  have  now  gained  the  bridge  which  leads  to 
Bath  Island 
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THE    CANADA    SIDE. 

I A  V I N  G  now  seen  all  that  is  worthy 
I  of  notice  on  the  American,  let  us  cross 
I  to  the  British  shore. 

Here  is  Point  View,  from  whence 
ire  took  our  first  observation  of  the  Falls ;  and 
here  close  at  hand  is  the  ferry-stairs.  Let  us  step 
into  the  cars,  which  an  overshot  water-wheel  when 
loosened,  will  cause  to  descend,  and  at  the  same 
time  bring  up  the  return  cars  on  the  next  track  to 
ours.  This  water-wheel  is  turned  by  a  branch  of 
the  cataract  itself.  In  the  spring  of  1850,  the 
rocks  here  gave  way  and  impeded  the  course  of 
this  railway  for  a  time. 

Some  persons  walk  up  these  stairs  for  exercise 
or  amusement ;  but,  as  there  are  some  700  steps, 
the  operation  is  very  fatiguing.  There  is  no  addi- 
tional charge  made  for  descending  in  the  cars  to 
those  who  intend  to  cross  the  ferry  ;  all  is  paid 
for  at  the  head  of  the  stairs. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  railway  is  a  platform,  and 
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an  easy  flight  of  stairs,  to  the  right  of  which  brings 
you  at  once  into  the  presence  of  the  Falls. 

This  new  is  very  grand  But,  muffle  yourself 
up,  and  enter  the  ferry-boat,  that  we  may  cross  to 
the  Canada  side.  There  is  no  view  more  compre- 
hfcnsire  or  grander  than  the 


VIEW    FROM    THE    FERRf. 

Oyer  to  the  other  side,  is  but  a  distance  "jf  s 
little  over  four  hundred  yards,  in  a  straight  Una 
But,  to  humor  the  current,  this  brawny  boatman 
of  ours  pulls  up  towards  the  Falls,  and  is  by  it 
borne  back  towards  liis  landing,  which  he  has  to 
pull  hard  for,  lest  he  be  carried  past  There  has 
been  no  accident  to  record  at  tliis  apparently  dan- 
gerous passage,  within  the  memory  of  any  one 
living 
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CrntflinK  the  river — View  from  t!ifl  CHnjldA  itde. 


Now  view  the  whole  panorama  of  the  Falls. 
Can  any  thing  equal  that  ?  Look  above,  around, 
and  beneath  you.  How  awful  is  the  might  of  that 
Supreme  Being  whose  work  this  is. 

The  boat  begins  to  toss,  but  don't  be  alarmed,  it 
is  the  agitation  of  the  current,  and  the  skill  of  our 
experienced  boatman  will  soon  bear  us  into  still 
water. 

Gaze  on  that  amphitheatre  of  Cataracts,  and 
listen  to  their  roar.  Extensive  as  they  seem,  we 
have  but  a  perspective  view  of  them — the  beau- 
tiful Horse-shoe  being  a  consideraUe  distance 
from  us. 

Now  we  are  nearing  the  Province  of  Queen 
Victoria,  where  a  circuitous  road  leads  to  the  lofty 
height  above. 

As  we  ascend,  let  us  pause  at  intervals,  and  look 
back  upon  the  rushing  Niagara,  which  we  ha'r>. 
just  crossed,  and  as  we  ascend  still  higher,  and  tl '. 
road  winds,  we  behold  the  glorious  Falls  in  all  their 
sublinuty. 

But  let  us  advance  up  this  easy-ascending  road, 
for  the  formation  of  which  we  have  to  thank 
Messrs.  Stkeet  and  Claritje,  to  whom,  as  a  com- 
pensation, the  Canadian  Government  grsintcd  the 
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80ie  right  to  the  ferry  for  twenty-one  years,  from 
the  completion  of  the  road  in  1827. 

Now,  that  we  have  reached  the  upper  world 
again,  let  us  proceed  towards  the  Falls  and  gaze  oil 
the  view  from  Table  Bock. 
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VIEW  FROM  TABLE  ROCK. 

Niagara  Falls  here  stretches  out  before  us  in 
matchless  might  and  grandeur. 

This  Rock,  which  derives  its  name  from  its  flat 
surface,  stretching  over  the  chasm  like  the  raised 
leaf  of  n  table,  is  on  the  same  level  with  the  Falls, 
and  belongs  to  the  great  ledge  over  which  the 
Horseshoe  falls. 

Cautiously  approach  the  edge,  aa^  look  down. 
Is  it  not  thrilling  I  Look  not  long,  lest  your  head 
grow  dizzy. 

Table  Rock  was  of  much  greater  extent  than  it 
a  at  present  Very  large  portions  have  from  time 
to  time  fallen  away.  In  the  year  1818,  a  piece 
nearly  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  long,  and  forty 
feet  wide,  broke  away  at  midnight,  arousing  iand 
tnrifying  the  inhabitants  for  miles  round,  with  the 
mighty  crash,  which  they  conceived  to  be  an  earth- 
quAke.  In  1828,  and  the  following  year,  other 
portions  came  away,  and  from  existing  appearances. 
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H  is  evident  that  another  crash  may  soon  be  ex- 
pected. Let  lis  now  return  to  the  staircase  that 
leads  iinder  the  rock. 

Here  we  will  procure  the  apparel  necessary  to 
protect  us  from  the  effects  of  a  wetting,  which  we 
may  surely  expect 

These  spiral  stairs  were  erected  by  a  Mr.  For- 
syth, several  years  ago,  and  afford  a  great  facility 
for  viewing  one  of  the  most  astounding  sights  that 
can  be  presented  to  the  mind  of  man,  namely: 

TABLE  ROOK  FBOM  BELOW 

Here  is  a  temple  of  the  living  Ood  1  Here  is 
the  sanctuary  of  His  awful  greatness.  Here  the 
incense  of  air  and  water,  rising  in  endless  mist  to 
heaven,  amid  the  humid  thunder  which  roars  and 
roars  eternally. 

Where  may  the  ambitious,  the  proud,  and  the 
arrogant  so  perfectly  judge  of  their  own  excessive 
littleness,  as  in  the  giant  presence  of  this  sacred 
shrine  ? 

Come,  let  us  press  on  our  way  behind  the  sheet 
The  spray  beats  hard  in  our  faces,  and  with  thick 
mist  iJmost  prevents  our  progress.  But,  remember 
thousands  have  pursued  this  coui  ^e  before  us,  and 
why  not  we  ? 
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Here  we  halt  The  clouds  of  driving  mists  are 
thinner.  Let  us  look  aiound.  The  spot  on  which 
you  stand,  is  but  a  ledge  some  three  feet  wide. 
The  Rock  is  ninety  feet  above  our  heads,  and  be- 
neath our  feet,  it  is  seventy  feet  down  to  the  boiling 
cauldron  where  the  tumbling  waters  fall. 

See  that  vast  cavern,  which,  like  some  mysterious 
recess  of  Nature,  stretches  out  in  seeming  safety 
before  us.  We  dare  not  venture  more  than  a  few 
feet  towards  it,  and  that  at  the  extreme  peril  of  our 
lives. 

You  have  now  seen  Termination  Bock.  Let  us 
return  and  change  our  wet  clothes — register  your 
name,  take  a  certificate  of  your  visit  to  this  won- 
derful spot,  rest,  view  the  curiosities  of  the 
Museum,  and  return  to  the  ferry. 

Again  we  view  from  the  tossed  boat,  the  avnnff 
grandeur  of  the  scene,  and,  with  the  details  fre 
upon  our  mind,  what  ean  be  more  thrilling  than  the 
great  frontispiece  before  us  ? 

Now  we  are  landed  once  again  on  the  soil  of  the 
(Jnited  States.  We  ascend  the  railway,  and  are 
«nce  more  in  the  vill<  .(e  of  Niagara  Fails. 
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SCENES  IN  THE  VICINITY 
OF  THE  FALLS 

0  U  hare  been  round,  and  we  may 
I  say,  through  the  Fulls,  as  far  as  prac- 
1  ticable.    Let  us  now  view  the  wonders 

and  beauties  of  its  vicinity. 
As  we  advance  a  few  rods,  we  arrive  at 

TUB     PUBLIC     OARDKN. 

Here  is  a  beautiful  summer-house  on  the  brow 
of  the  precipice,  from  whence  we  view  the  Falls 
and  the  river  in  a  magnificent  light  This  sum- 
mer-house occupies  the  site  of  the  hut  erected  by 
Francis  Abbott,  the  Hermit  of  the  Falls,  whose 
history  we  have  before  adverted  to,  and  who  re- 
sided in  it  for  many  years. 

We  now  proceed  some  eighty  rods  further,  aad 
come  to 

THB  BOAD-WAT  TO  THB   BITSB. 

This  carriage-way  was  projected  some  36  years 
ago ;  but»  for  some  reason  or  other  was  discon- 
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tinued.  In  1836,  Mr.  Bathbcn  recommenced  it ; 
but,  the  imprisontumt  of  that  active  man  for  for- 
gery put  a  second  stop  to  it 

Let  us  go  down  and  take  l  trip  u^  to  the  foot 
of  the  Falls  on  this  little  steamer,  appropriately 
named  the  Maid  of  the  Mist.  It  is  an  excursion 
which  amply  repays  the  visitor,  and  is  perfectly 
safe. 

Here  is  the  •  r..,'; 

•  -:  •  ■    .  M,-'.  ';  r 

INDIAN     LAbOXR. 

This,  wliich  you  perceive  to  be  no  more  than  a 
lui  ge  cedar  tree,  resting  against  the  rock,  with  the 
limbs  and  a  few  notches  answering  for  rounds,  was 
once  tlie  only  means  of  descending  to  the  bottom 
of  the  liiink — a  dangerous  operation,  truly,  and  one 
which  is  never  ventured  on.  The  last  daring  indi- 
vidual, who  trusted  to  it,  being  a  daring  hunter, 
named  Brooks,  who,  several  years  ^o,  went  down 
ill  pursuit  of  game,  and  fell  before  he  reached  the 
bottom,  receiving  some  scere  contusionsi 

Here  is 

POINT    YISW. 

From  tills,  we  catch  a  beautiful  distinct  visw  ot 
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the  chasm,  river,  and  Falls,  and  here  has  grown  up 
like  magic,  a  considerable  town,  called 

NIAGARA    CITY, 

One  mile  and  a  half  below  the  Falls,  is  already 
well  provided  with  places  of  entertainment,  and 
has  a  grist  mill,  the  shaft  of  the  wheel  of  which  is 
200  feet  long.  The  mill  being  on  the  top  of  the 
bank,  whilst  the  wheel  which  works  it  is  turned  by 
the  rapid  Niagara  river,  200  feet  beneath. 

This  place  promises  to  exceed  in  importance  the 
village  of  Niagara  Falls.  It  now  possesses  a  fine 
hotel,  "The  New  York  Central  Rail  Road  House," 
besides  several  other  smaller  public  houses. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  river  is  the  town  of 
ElgiD,  the  termmus  of  the  Great  Western  Railway. 


The  celebrated  Mineral  Spring,  a  few  rods  be- 
low the  bridge,  on  the  American  side  of  the  river, 
wells  up  between  the  rocks,  and  finds  a  resting- 
place  in  a  stone  basin.     It  is  strongly  sulphur- 
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ous,  And  contiiins  lime  and  magnesia.  Tliis  chaste 
little  temple  was  designed  and  erected  by  Mr. 
Rathbun. 

Turn  we  now  to  the  mighty  attraction  which 
gftve  a  location  and  a  name  to  Bellevue.  One 
of  the  wonders  of  this  age  of  wonders.  What 
visitor  could  say,  he  saw  the  Falls,  but  not 

THE    8U8PKN8I02T     BRIDGE? 

This  truly  fairy-like  work  was  conmenced  in 
February,  1849,  under  the  suprintendence  of 
Charles  Ellet,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  an.  En- 
gineer of  good  previous  reputation,  and  who,  in 
this  work,  added  much  to  liis  fame. 

The  bridge  was  contracted  to  be  built  for  the 
"  Niagara  Falls  Suspension  Bridge  Company,"  on 
the  Canada  side,  and  "  The  Niagara  Falls  Inter- 
national Bridge  Company,"  on  the  American  side 
conjointly  ;  a  bill  for  the  purpose  being  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  each  country. 

The  manner  in  which  the  first  line  of  connection 
was  foi-med,  was  at  once  simple,  yet  ingenious.  A 
kite  was  procured,  to  the  tail  of  which  was  a  string, 
and  by  flying  this  on  the  one  side,  and  letting  it  out 
until  it  was  over  the  other  side,  the  gorge  waa 
spanned  by  the  string,  by  which  a  cord  waa  drawn 
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across,  and  by  means  of  this  cord,  a  rope  of.  suffi- 
cient strength  to  draw  a  cable,  which  latter,  being 
well  secured  on  both  sides,  was  the  means  of  transit 
for  the  fii-st  wire-cable  of  36  strands,  No.  10 
wire,  which  was  1160  feet  in  length.  Towers  had 
now  been  erected  on  each  bank,  800  feet  apart,  by 
which  this  wire-cable  was  secured,  and  on  the  13  th 
of  March,  just  one  month  from  the  commencement, 
Mr,  Ellet  crossed  in  an  iron  basket,  suspended 
from  the  cable.  This  conveyance  was  used  con- 
Gtantly  by  the  woiKmen  in  constructing  the  bridge. 
And  even  many  persons  pud  for  the  novelty  of  a 
trip  across  m  this  frail  track. 

A  foot-bridge,  three  feet  in  width,  was  soon  con- 
structed, and  over  this  a  great  number  of  persons 
passed,  each  paying  25  cents  to  the  contractor.  A 
similar  foot-bridge  was  now  formed  parallel  to  this, 
and  the  basket-cable  in  the  middle. 

A  terrific  scene  occurred  just  about  this  time. 
Whilst  the  workmen  were  busy  at  the  second  foot- 
bridge, wliich  was  constructed  about  250  feet  from 
the  American  side,  and  about  150  from  the  British, 
a  tornado  from  the  s.  w.,  struck  it^  turning  it  quite 
over.  Six  men  were  at  work  upon  the  flooring  of 
lie  bridge  at  this  awful  moment,  two  of  whom  in 
a  most  unaccountable  manner  made  their  way  to 
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the  shore  upon  fragments  of  boards.  The  unfin- 
ished structure  was  torn  and  wafted  backwards  and 
forwards  like  the  broken  web  of  a  spider,  and  four 
helpless  human  beings,  200  fett  from  the  shore, 
supported  by  two  strands  of  No.  10  wire,  were  in 
constant  expectation  of  a  headlong  fall  and  plunge 
into  the  rapids  below  !  Oh,  who  can  fathom  those 
men's  thoughts  just  then  ?  But  the  tiny  thread 
wliich  held  them  to  existence,  proved  strong  enough 
to  outlast  the  gale.  On  the  first  cessation  of  the 
tornado's  force,  a  brave  fellow-workman  manned 
the  iron  basket,  and  with  a  ladder  proceeded  amid 
the  pelting  of  the  furious  rain  to  save  the  sufierers. 
He  reached  the  wreck  ;  he  placed  his  ladder  in 
communication  with  it,  and  the  basket  thus  afford- 
ing a  means  by  which  all  were  brought  back  safe 
to  tcrra-firma,  uninjured  in  pui-son,  but  well  nigh 
scared  to  death. 

On  the  26th  of  July  following,  Mr.  Ellet  drove 
a  span  of  horses  and  a  heavy  carriage  over  and 
back,  accompanied  by  his  lady. 

A  disagreement,  which  had  for  some  time  ex- 
isted between  the  directora  and  Mr.  Ellet,  now 
came  to  an  open  rupture,  and  the  work  was  dis- 
continued for  some  time. 

The  bridge,  which  we  see,  is  not  the  structure 
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originally  intended.  This  being  merely  prepara- 
tory to  tiie  great  structure,  yrhich  was  to  have  been 
suspended  from  stone  towers,  70  feet  high,  and 
which  would  have  been  10  feet  liigher  than  the 
present  bridge,  and  wholly  independent  of  it 

The  present  bridge  was  at  first  economically 
formed  of  veiy  slight  materials,  it  not  being  ex- 
pected to  last  longer  than,  until  the  great  bridge 
was  constructed,  about  a  year  and  a  half.  It  has, 
however,  been  strengthened  materially,  and  is  now 
capable  of  sustaining  250  tons,  and  is  in  use  as  a 
thoroughfiire,  unshaken  by  the  greatest  pressure. 

The  floor  of  the  bridge  is  230  feet  above  the 
river,  and  the  depth  of  the  river  immediately  un- 
der the  bridge  is  250  feet 

THE     WHIRLPOOL. 

From  the  Suspension  Bridge  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Whirlpool  Rapids,  is  about  a  hundred 
rods ;  and  the  Whirlpool  itself  is  about  three  miles 
from  the  Falls,  and  one  hundred  rods  from  the 
main  road.  A  tavern  occupies  the  intervening 
space,  the  garden  of  which  is  neatly  laid  out,  and 
steps  are  to  be  found  here,  which  lead  to  the  river. 
A  small  fee  is  required  of  the  stranger  for  admis- 
sion. 
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On  the  American  Cliff  is  a  charmmg  summer- 
house,  designed  by  Mr.  Rathbon. 

Look  down  into  the  circular  basin,  bounded  by 
giant  cliffs,  and  see  the  boiling  turmoil  of  waters 
surging  and  tossing  in  tliis  greenwood  embowered 
caldron.  No  Uving  thing  can  struggle  with  this 
anory  whirlpool.  Destruction  surely  awaits  all  that 
falls  -within  its  reach. 

Let  U3  go  down  these  rude  steps  and  have  a 
closer  view  of  it ;  for  the  little  sticks,  which  we  see 
•whirled  around,  belie  i^e  me,  are  in  truth,  large 
timbers. 

Now,  that  we  are  at  the  base  of  the  cliff,  and 
on  these  level  rocks,  let  us  note  the  mad  excite- 
ment of  those  raging  waters. 

Come  round  now  to  the  right  and  behold  the 
outlet  of  the  whirlpool. 

Those  giant  cliffs  which  rise  three  hundred  feet 
and  ai-e  not  tlurty  rods  apart,  wall  in  the  recreating 
waters  and  confine  their  wild  impetuous  rush,  so  that 
their  force  rtuses  them  in  the  nuddle,  as  ihey 
plunge  some  dozen  feet  into  the  air,  in  the  very 
recklessness  of  fury. 

There  is  a  better  view  of  the  wliirlpool  from  the 
Canada  chff     The  rapids,  as  they  enter,  are  almost 
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in  front  of  you,  and  be'ow  you  is  the  outlet  of 
the  whirlpool  on  the  Canada  side. 

Unlike  the  Falls,  there  is  nothing  to  woo  or  win 
the  senses  about  the  whirlpool.  It  rather  awes 
and  shocks  the  mind  with  its  savage  fury. 

We  will  now  wander  on  to  view 


devil's  hole  from  below 

This  is  a  deep,  dark  cave,  or  chasm,  in  the  rocky 
bank— a  gloomy  spot ;  the  sad  history  connected  ' 
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with  which  gives  it  a  (Usmal  interest  in  the  mind 
of  the  visitor.  A  perpendicular  miissy  clitl'  rises 
ahove  this  demon-tilled  cavity,  and  a  narrow  stream 
pours  down  the  clifl'  to  tlie  dark  rocks  below  and 
hurries  onward  to  the  rapid  river. 

This  gloomy  rock-bound,  forest-hidden  cavern 
has  never  felt  the  uitluenco  of  one  solitary  ray  of 
light ;  and  from  its  dark  thiilling  depth,  it  jirobably 
derives  its  most  appropriate  name.  There  is  another 
claim  which  it  possesses,  and  which  likewise  gave 
name  to  that  little  stream,  which  may  be  found  in 
the  thrilling  narative  of 

THE    MASSACKE    OF    BLOODY    RUN. 

In  the  year  1759,  when  the  British  had  just 
made  good  their  stand,  by  the  possession  of  Forts 
>fiagara  and  Sf.hlosser — the  French  still  hovering 
round  them,  having  in  pay  the  Seneca  Indians, 
who  were  then  a  very  powerful  tribe — a  largo  sup- 
ply of  provisions  was  forwarded  from  Fort  Niagara 
to  Fort  Schlosser,  guarded  by  a  body  of  one  hun- 
dred reguliu-s.  The  Chief  of  the  Senecfis,  anxious 
to  show  his  ardor  in  the  cause  of  his  pay-masters, 
formed  an  ambuscade  of  liis  best  warriors,  several 
himdred  strong.  This  was  the  spot  chosen  ;  it  being 
at  that  day  so  tliickly  overgrown  with  bushes,  that 
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it  aflbrded  an  admirubU'  pliicc  for  the  execution  of 
the  horrid  project  The  wily  Indliin  formed  liis 
line  alono'  the  hill  and  around  the  plmn  m  such  a 
manner  as  to  complotfly  surround  his  vicUma,  when 
they  should  have  passed  a  certain  line. 

The  day  wiis  sultry,  and  the  doomed  convoy  not 
expecting  any  danger  near,  scattered,  and  loitered, 
and  dragged  on  their  weary  way,  until  they  oiime 
to  the  Devil's  Hole,  when,  in  gratification  of  their 
wondering  curiosity,  they  sat  or  lay  down  around 
the  margin  of  the  fearful  precipice.  Their  fancied 
security  was  now  broken  in  upon  by  a  tremendous 
volley  of  fire-arms,  •accompanied  by  the  yells  of 
their  savage  enemies,  who  now  rushed  from  their 
cover,  and  giving  their  unhappy  victims  no  time  for 
consideration,  tomahawked  and  knifed  them  on  the 
spot  The  whole  convoy  of  wagons,  horses, 
soldiers  and  drivers  were  hurled  over  the  preci- 
pice, and  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks  below ! 
wHlst  the  little  stream  swelled  to  a  torrent,  purple 
red  with  human  gore. 

Of  all  that  gallant,  heedless  convoy,  but  two 
escaped  to  tell  the  story  of  its  fate  ;  the  one  a 
Mr.  Stedman,  and  the  other  a  private  soldier,  who 
was  forced  over  the  precipice,  but  had  the  good 
fortune  in  fallmg,  to  be  caught  on  the  limb  of  a 
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tree  by  the  bolt.  Mr.  Stedman  dashed  his  horse 
through  the  Indian  lines,  and  escaped,  amid  a  storm 
of  bullets,  to  Fort  Sclilosser,  willi  his  clothes  com- 
pletely riddled.  The  soldier  arrived  in  safety,  un- 
der cover  of  the  night,  at  Fort  Niagant 

Some  years  ago,  bones,  broken  wheels,  and  other 
mementos  of  this  cruel  assault  were  found  down 
in  the  chasm  and  on  the  rocks,  but  they  hiive  long; 
since  been  lost  in  the  gulf. 
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ACCIDENTS  WHICH   HAVE    OCCURRED 
AT  THE   FALLS. 

i;i  Saturday,  the  IStli  of  July,  1850,  as 
a  boy,  ten  years  old,  was  rowing  his 
father  over  to  their  home  on  Grand 

Island,  the  father  being  so  very  drunk 

as  not  to  be  able  to  assist  any  more  thim  to  steer 
the  canoe,  the  wind,  which  was  very  sti-ong  oflf 
shore,  so  frustrated  the  efforts  of  his  tiny  arm, 
that  the  canoe  in  spite  ot  him,  got  into  the  current 
and  finally  into  the  rapids,  within  a  very  few  rods 
of  the  Falls  !  On  went  the  frail  shell,  careering 
and  plunging  as  the  mad  waters  chose.  Still  the 
gallant  httle  oarsman  maintmned  his  struggle 
with  the  raging  billows,  and  actually  got  the  canoe 
by  his  persevering  nanoevring  so  close  to  Iris  Is- 
land, as  to  have  her  driven  by  a  providential  wave 
in  between  the  little  islands,  called  the  Sisters. 
Here  the  father  and  his  dauntless  boy  were  in  still 
greater  danger  for  aa  instant ;  for,  there  is  a  fall 
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betwcuii  the  two  islaiuls,  over  which  had  they  gone, 
no  cartiily  powt-r  cuiild  have  withhold  thoir  final 
passage  to  the  terrilic  prt'cipice,  wiiicli  forms  the 
Horso-slioe  Fall  !  But  the  sudden  dash  of  a  wave 
capsized  the  canoe,  and  left  the  two  struggling  in 
the  water.  Being  near  a  rock,  and  shfUlow,  the  boy 
lost  no  time,  but  seizing  his  father  by  the  coat  col- 
lar, he  dragged  him  up  to  a  place  of  safety,  where 
the  crowd  of  anxious  citizens  awaited  to  lend  assist- 
ance. The  poor  boy  on  reaching  the  shore  in 
safety,  instantly  fainted,  while  his  miserable  father 
was  sufficiently  sobered  by  the  perils  he  had 
passed  through ;  and,  if  he  have  the  mind  of  a  man 
he  can  never  recur  to  that  awful  voyage,  without 
a  shudder  of  horror  at  his  own  beastly  appetite, 
which  reduced  him  to  such  a  condition  as  to  en- 
danger not  alone  his  own  life,  but  that  of  his  gal- 
lant and  dutiful  child. 

The  canoe  was  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks 
ere  it  reached  its  final  leap. 

Had  it  been  at  the  other  side  of  Ins  Island,  that 
the  canoe  was  driven  amongst  the  rapids,  it  would 
not  have  been  possible  to  entertain  the  most  dis- 
tant hope  of  their  escape.  There  never  was  knowp 
nn  instance  of  a  boat  on  that  side  Uving  in  the 
rapids. 
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A  German,  from  Buffalo,  some  two  years  since, 
a  shoemaker  by  trade,  cither  tlirougli  accident  or 
design,  it  is  not  known  which,  was  sailing  down  the 
rapids  in  a  small  boat     There  were  several  spec- 
tators of  his  terrific  situation,  standing  on  the  bridge 
leading  to  Bath  Island,  at  the  time  of  his  approach, 
as  the  dancing  boat  careered  over  the  rolling  rapids 
and  bore  him  close  to  the  bridge,  he  called  out, 
"Shall  I  jump  out,  or  remain  J"     They  were  too 
horrified  to  answer  him,  and  in  another  instant  the 
boat  had  passed  beneath  the  bridge,  and  was  bump- 
ing  among  the  rocks,  and  plunging  on  the  backs  of 
the  rapids.    At  hist,  the  boat  was  capsized  and  the 
doomed  man  was  borne  to  the  terrible  brink,  where 
his  body  was  raised  to  an  upright  position  and 
carried  down  into  eternity ! 

On  another  occasion,  a  poor  woman  was  washing 
clothes  in  the  mill-stream,  with  her  little  child, 
playing  in  a  tub,  near  her.  Before  she  was  aware 
of  the  terrible  fact,  the  tub,  with  the  child,  had 
floated  into  the  river,  and  thence,  ere  mortal  aid 
could  come,  into  the  rapids,  which  soon  bore  the 
poor  parent's  doomed  offspring  over  the  relentless 
(jataract,  drowning  her  screams  with  its  ceaseless 
thunders! 


>B 


irinarly. 


B  two  years  since, 
•ouffli  accident  or 
s  sailing  down  the 
'ere  several  spec- 
ding  on  the  bridge 
le  of  his  approach, 
r  the  rolling  rapids 
loe,  he  called  out, 
'  They  were  too 
mother  instant  the 
ore,  and  was  bump- 
tig  on  the  backs  of 
IS  capsized  and  the 
jrrible  brink,  where 
right  position  and 

romau  was  washing 
hi  her  little  child, 
fore  she  was  aware 
■ith  the  child,  had 
ice,  ere  mortal  aid 
hich  soon  bore  the 
over  the  relentless 
i  with  its  ceaseless 
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CUAULEa    AUDINGTON    AND    NETTIE    PE  FOREST. 

Lunar  Island  never  saw  a  more  delightful  eve- 
ninjj  than  that  of  June  21st,  1849,  enlivened  as  it 
was,  by  young  and  happy  hearts,  full,  even  to  burst- 
ing, with  their  own  joyousness.  The  gay  party  in 
question  consisted  of  Mrs.  De  Forest,  of  Buffalo, 
Mrs.  Miller,  and  Mr.  Bowen,  who  getting  tired,  took 
advantage  of  some  seats  on  Iris  Island,  whilst  the 
young  people  to  the  number  of  nine,  repaired  to 
Lunar  Island  ;  where  having  enjoyed  themselves, 
and  beinrr  about  to  return  to  Iris  Island,  Charles 
Addinoton  playfully  caught  Nettie  De  Forest  and 
pretended  to  throw  her  into  the  stream.  The 
buoyant  cliild  jumped  from  him,  and  in  an  instant 
was  in  the  wild  ciurent!  Poor  Charles  Addmg- 
ton,  without  a  pause,  sprung  after  her,  and  both 
were  canied  over  ihe  dreadful  precijHce,  locked  in 
each  other's  arms,  with  their  agonized  coimtenances 
turned  to  the  last  on  the  honified  group  of  com- 
panions, who  saw,  but  coxild  not  save  them  I 

Miss  De  Forest's  mangled  remains  irere  found 
the  next  day,  at  2  o'clock,  p.  m.,  m  the  Cave  of  the 
Winds,  and'  in  a  few  days  after  the  body  of  the 
gallant  and  generous  young  Addington  was  like- 
wise recovered  and  interred  m  the  village. 


iiS&^Sl^m^ii^^ssimsim'3;iis^stmmsiTrjy 


06 


nKSCKIPTlVE    OUIDK 


AccidenU  at  Ihe  Falli, 


We  will  make  no  apology  for  introducing  here 
the  following  beautiful  lines,  written  on  this  &ad 
event,  by  a  young  lady  of  tast«  and  feeling. 

ON  THE  LATE  DISASTER  AT  TUE  FALLS. 


,4*:    A  mild  and  lovely  day  had  paat, 
■    Too  bright,  like  earthly  hopes,  to  last, 
And  Luna  rose,  with  placid  smile, 
To  gieet  her  small  but  favorite  isle ; 
In  rivalry  of  Sol,  to'throw  -  '  '     ■  ' 

A  richer  veil  of  light  bolovr. 
And  challenge  isle,  and  shore,  and  stream, 
To  praise  her  milder,  lovelier  beam. 

On  that  fair  isle  were  gather'd  then,         '  ' 
Reluctant  still  to  leave  the  scene, 

,  A  pleasant  group.    Joy,  love,  and  grace 
Beam'd  all  around,  from  every  face. 
Sweet  Antoinette,  that  favor'd  child, 
GamboI'd  so  innocent  arid  wild ; 
Wreath'd  every  lip  with  smiles,  to  sen 
Her  joyous  spirit  bounding,  free. 
.I|ad  angels  taught  it,  havering  round 
With  heav'niy  grace,  to  spurn  the  ground  | 
That  soon  immortal  it  should  soar 

'  Where  earth  could  fetter  it  no  morel 

A  manly  youth  and  maiden  fair, 
Parents  and  friends,  were  standing  there, 
And  all  with  flashing  wit  and  song 
'  Tlie  pleasing  hours  would  fain  prolong. 
Enchantment  clotbeO  the  earth  and  sky 
Ah  I  who  could  dream  of  danger  nigh  I 

Angels  of  light  were  passing  near— 
They  '-  walk  unseen  "  the  earth  and  air, 


'■^^:a^f 


_ijet!l'.  'flift^aS'' 
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And  know  those  parenlc  soon  must  part 

From  joys  eniwiiieil  around  ihe  heart ; 

Confiding  love  receive  tlie  blow 

That  lays  a  worship'd  idol  low. 

Surely  a  pitying  nngel's  tear 

Chill'd  that  fond  father's  heart  with  fear, 

'•  Come  here,  my  child  1  come  here  1'   ha  crl«d, 

•'  Beware  the  rushing  river's  tide." 

"  Never  you  mind— let  her  alor.e  j 

I'll  watch,"  said  ;'.'>ble  Addington. 

She  pull'd  his  coat  in  playful  glee- 

"Aha  I  you  rogue!  you 're  caught,"  said  he, 

"  Now  shall  I  throw  you  inl"  She  laughs ; 

Her  trembling  form  he  touch'd ; 

She sprang-she  falls;  "O  mercy  I  savol- 

"She's  gone  !    O God !"  one  look  ho  gave, 

One  word  of  horror,  that  shall  dwell 

For  ever  fresh  in  memory's  cell ; 

Then  sprang  to  clasp  that  precious  trust. 

Gigantic  eBoris  fail.    »  V"  •""»' 

Be  lost  1     Great  God  I  no  human  aid 

Avails  us  now !    Save  us,"  he  pray'd, 

"  For  JESDS'  sake,  O  save  oui  souls  I" 

The  dashing  torrent  onward  rolls, 

Unheeding  that  shrill,  bitter  cry 

Of  living,  human  agony, 

Bursting  afresh  when  straining  eya 

Fall'd  soon  the  loved  ones  to  decry 

Upon  the  raging  waters  tost,  . ,  .fc,_,_ia-in 

..  Heart-rending  cry,  "  They  >r.  lost  I  th«y  r.  lortJ 

For  "  JEStis'  aake,"-that  matchless  word- 
It  soared  to  heaven.    The  Father  heard: 
"Fly,  Gabriel,  with  thy  chosen  band,        . 
Take  crowns  of  gold  and  harps  in  hand ; 
Array'd  in  robes  of  spotless  white, 
Conduct  them  to  these  realm*  of  light 
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t'^ 


.  «■■  ~".;T'.-^g-j^  ;i;JJf  I  EggRji^-ff^'Wil.  ^-^  -P-''  ff .' 


llnrlsing  from  the  rapi<V»  f"am, 
Krd:mMtho,.b,e»»oaspiri«com.. 

0,«haiaradia„ui;5hMnv.ew. 

With  eager  hasiellie  angel*  flow. 
Striking  .heir  goUlenhar,>»a»ew 

..  co.ne,  Bister  f pniio,  cnmo  away, 
Co^^  horn,  to  heaven,"  tUe.rjoyfuUar. 

O,  mourning  eoul.!couiay.bul*«»" 
?Uee.rainB8aUUe.horav.«hdear, 

Tears  for  the  living  would  be  shed; 

Smile,  are  the  tribute  for  the  dead, 
S"vreathinslip3".oon,o  depart 

Playing  forever  round  the  lieart. 
S,  pain  and  death  disturb  no  more, 
„o\.' lost  those  dear  one',  gone  befor.. 

Let,  .till,  Niagara  lovely  .eem, 
,,.Und,  mis.,  and  rapid  etream. 
It.  fleeting  bow.  of  splendor,  brigh^ 

Fall  pleasantly  upon  tho  Bight. 
Bemember  that  two  cherishM  flower., 

Transplanted  to  celestial  bower.. 

The  river  from  that  island  bore. 

To  bloom  unfading  evermore. 

Prayer,  grateful,  like  that  mist,  should  rl.. 

From  depth,  of  sorrow  to  the  skies; 
Then  shall  the  "Sun  of  righteousness 

Shine  through  it,  prism  of  g;l«r.;"j^^ 
With  bows  of  promise,  bright  and  warm,   . 
Fadeless  in  .unshine  and  in  .torm. 
And  when  ye  hear  the  ceaseless  sound 
SuhJering.haW«ith.«.Udground, 

The  cauract  in  it.  dark  career, 
O,  not  m  wrrowcloM  the  •" 
ijrt  Faith  behold  that  seraph  throng, 
vmoae  waaeloM  and  eternal  WDg. 
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Like  "  sound  of  many  waters  "  teem, 
AnJ  love  anil  bliss  are  all  ihe  theme, 
Pruiaing  ihe  Wise  and  Good  Supreme, 
feasant  Valley,  1819, 


Mart. 


Tims  perished  iu  the  flower  of  their  youth,  two 
l>romising  hopes  of  heart-wrung  parents.  Poor 
Mrs.  Deforest  iM  not  long  survive  the  dreadful 
fate  of  her  "  Ndttie,"  and  the  anguUliing  scene  of 
that  awful  evening  has  made  an  impression  on  the 
horrified  young  spectators  which  time  can  never 
erase. 

MISS    MARTHA    K.   RUOQ. 

This  young  lady  had  visited  the  Falls,  when  on 
her  way  to  Detroit  to  visit  a  sister,  in  August, 

1844. 

On  the  memorable  morning  of  the  24th,  whilst 
approacliing  Table  Rock,  she  stepped  upon  the 
bank,  about  fifty  rods  below  the  Museum,  letting 
go  the  arm  of  ihe  gentleman  who  accompanied 
her,  in  order  to  pluck  some  evergreens— when  the 
earth,  "iving  way  with  her  weight,  she  was  percipi- 
tated  down  a  perpendicular  height  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet,  falling  on  a  bed  of  shaxp  rocks  ! 
The  poor  girl  gave  one  piercing  shriek  ;  her  com- 
panion grasped  her  shawl,  which  gave  way,  and 
she  descended!    Doctor  G.  A.  Sturgi»,  of  New 


r  IS- 


^'V, 


%':.% 
.1^** 


to  fte  Mu«ani  near  .t  >"^'°f\      „„,,  .„,l 

'^L:!r*/ on  being  MH ..--«.;;, 

Tto  ,„  done.  «.d  sbe  w»  conveyed  ■  ^^^^ 

s:r^::^r:;r.rrbo„.r.n>u.e 

time  of  this  melancholy  accident 

DEATH     or     D.     HUNGKKFORD. 

Nor  are  the  chances  of  accident  confined  to  th. 
descent  There  is  danger  in  many  P  ^<^««/J"'' 
tZtrs  go-and.  although  those  accident,  haj. 
strangers  g  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  j^  ^ 

raLf^mTmo^  oftesoAcase.fory^^^^^^ 
L  occurrence.  Such,  for  instance  was  that  of  D 
HuNOERFORD,  of  Troy,  in  this  State. 


nd  just  thi-n 
ed  down  tU* 
r  several,  and 
bed  the  fatal 
m  the  pointed 
;  revived,  and 

Pick  me  up." 
jd  in  a-boat  to 

to  tUe  Ciifcon 
hours  from  the 

BFOBD. 

confined  to  tbe 

,y  places  wher* 

.  accidents  hap- 

ccur,  there  is  » 

e,  for  years  after 

5,  was  that  of  D 

te. 

ngof  the27thof 

y  with  Mr.  Niles, 
idaey,  the  guide. 
Falls,  from  below 
were  about  to  de- 
it,  told  too  plainly 
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that  some  of  the  impending  mass  above  wns  falling, 
Mr.  Nilca  and  the  guide,  in  hurrying  from  the  spot, 
became  informed  of  the  melancholy  fact,  that  D. 
HuKOKRFOUD  luid  bccn  severely  hurt  by  some  of 
tlie  fallen  mass.  They  carried  him  away,  but  he 
did  not  long  survive— having  been  struck  on  the 
head  and  neck. 

THE    WHITE    CANOES. 

AN     INDIAN     LBOKND. 

In  years  gone  by,  when  the  forest  wild  closed 
hj  the  sublime  temple  of  nature,  wliich  is  now  un- 
veiled to  the  inquisitive  white  man  in  the  sheeted 
cataract  of  Niagara— when,  none,  save  the  Indian 
worshipers,  ventured  to  gaze  upon  the  place  where 
tlieir  simple,  yet  beautifully  imaginative  faith  taught 
them  to  feel  the  presence  of  the  Great  Being, 
whose  solemn  voice  made  the  forest  ring,  and  the 
ground  tremble,— it  was  customary  to  offer  a  liv- 
ing sacrifice,  once  a  year,  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
foaming  messengers  of  the  water-spuit,  to  the  un- 
known°gulf,  which,  through  the  light  of  imagina- 
tion alone  they  knew  aught  about 

In  the  bright  autumnal  month  of  August,  when 
all  earth's  flowers  were  at  their  richest,  and  the 


m 


'  ,1 


I''' 


.  —  .  ..i.»iii'|; 


.„.„„tu.  «>»l.cm  S.VC  tl«.  «»'/;  1 1„, ..  u 

was  a  fitting  sacnfice.  ^^^^^^_ 

the  proi'dest  Chiet  oi  ^^^^^^  ,„ 

reTXVanVtL.w.enheM^ 

of  his  hatchet  and  'I'^'^^^Jl  breathed  on 

Spring  follovred  Sp""g.  »^  ^ 

Summer,  and  Autumn  '^^tlori  s.hich  he  hut 

Oronta ( 


ORONTA  UH1IVV-"    —  r  , 

holy  feast,  Which  followed  the  sacnti 


•which 
Bui 


I  his 
Oronta 


•  •  ;n«  tribe  had  in  their  turn  given. 


thcfuUfiuits 

canoo,  to  bo 

Lad  just  Onn 

I  it  wna  to  float 
5  of  the  Orcrtt 
the  maid  who 

ing  of  Okonta, 
Full  many  a 
reatlier  pass  in 
scathing  whore 
t  the  red  Uack 

er  breathed  on 
ito  Autumn,  as 
ics  which  he  but 

cold    embrace, 
it  an  offering  to 

Niagara. 

fiumph  at  many  a 
ritical  gift,  which 
turn  given.  Bui 
,  whose  precious 


jewels  were  thas  taken  from  tlu'ir  w.gwam  and 

..nmittc-d  to  the  grave  of  roaring  waters.     Oaos- 

TA  thought  not  that  they  had   earth  y  feehngs. 

which  the  ardor  of  religion  could  not  always  qmto 

subdue.     OaoNTA  had  lost  his  f-i'-;^'^^' ^ *''«;;• 

but  it  W.X8  by  a  foeman's  arrow,  and  terribly  had 

he  avenged  his  bereavement  ,.,,,.  ,,. 

Since  that  event,  his  motherless  cluld  had  felt 

the  glow  of  fifteen  summers-till,  like  a  rose  she 

onened  aU  her  beauties  to  the  maturmg  breath  of 

^  Thrday  of  sacrifice  came.  It  belongs  to  the 
Senecas.  and  Lek.v  is  U.e  only  offering  fitting  the 

"^  cTrihe  ^oni  OaoNTA  show  his  weakness  ? 
Can  he  let  the  father's  bursting  bosom  be  seen  to 
tremble  ?  Can  he  give  ear  to  Nature,  lest  she 
Hend  his  love  and  pity  in  «  tear,  that  may  faU 
down  a  blot  upon  his  name  ? 

The  moon-Ut  hour  is  come  ;  the  rojoicmg  dance 
.oes  on  ;  Okonta  has  parted  his  Lena,  to  meet 
'Xe  the  Great  Spirit  reigns.  His  w.gwum  on 
the  lugh  bank  is  bnely  now.    ^         ^        ^ 

ThI  veil  of  fanatic  triumph  goes  up  from  a 
J^and  Seneeas.    The  white  canoe  has  shot  from 
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TT^iririims.a3  tUcy  gaze  upon 

j  yonder  bat^  and  th^^  benediction. 

for  eternity  1  ff^,-„,g  of  fruits 

The  first  bears  tbe  [uW  bl^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

J  ^on  with  his  vvife  and  cMd.  ^^^^ 

By  a  strange  ebance^  ^e-  «,  Ij^^^  ^^^^^^^^^,. 
by  a  rock,  J^^t  on  the  verg  ^ 

Canoes  I 


^wgas^rsww.HSi'S**"'^''^' 


T^^5«»«-'-5**'*'''^"''*' 


,licy  gaze  upon 
aediction. 
t  approached  its 
(vlutc  canoe  has 
both  are  bound 

»fFciivig  of  fruits 
lircst  She  goes 
5;  andsheisfol- 
fu\l  grown  glories 
offering  for  a  re- 

ttle  vessel  pauses 
he  descent — per- 
.-when,  both  to- 
■apids,  one  look— 
pe,  of  happiness, 
,gs  again  with  the 
l^er  and  the  child 
it  in  their  Wuit« 


C  ONCLUSION. 

0  W,  reader,  we  have  visited  the  prin- 
cipal points  of  attraction  in  this  vicinity 
of  wonders;  it  is  for  you  to  decide 
whether  you  will  remain,  study,  and 
S^emplate  what  we  have  gone  over. 

It  is  not  by  a  hasty  visit,  you  can  become  ac- 
ouled  with  the  unequalled  scenes  of  the  world- 
reTowned  Niagara.  No,  you  must  st..y  and  stray ; 
;:::ustloolcoutfor  newUgl^  ^^ ^^^Cd^^ 
i  view  them,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  find  such, 
however  oft«n  you  seek  !  ^^^^^ 

,      The  time  s  a  grand  pomt  m  Mewinj,  <, 
L'ifection.     It  i-ot  in  the  glare  of  the  r^^^^^^^ 
day  when  all  around  is  rich  and  gay  with  the  re 
fl    ion  of  the  radiant  sunbeam  :  It  is  not  m  the 
!  mpany  of  laughter-loving,  thoughtless  youth  ;  I 
s  rather,  by  yourself  alone,  at  sunnse,  when  the 
^i      ar  rising  in  thoir  majesty.  Uk.  ncense  up  to 
'  "In;  enci;ded  by  the  peerless  rambow.  wkch 


it 


(SWW*! 
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t^.  ^.  .^^^„„^r^ra»^^^* 
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I^V  util  nml  fLnHnip'"'"- 


the  rising  orb  of  clay  l.is  sent  to  herald  his  coming, 
in  hues  of  brightest  Iwpe. 

Or.  view  these  varied  scenes  under  the  heaven- 
born  influence  of  a  moon-lit  night ;  and.  oh.  what 
mind  would  not  soften  it3  thoughts  to  tea.^.  m  that 
holy  contcmpluUon  of  Nature  and  of  God  I 


?>3>ijns!s«W3!3?a'" 


^^•.^c^m^^^^^'^^'^^^'^''^" 


]d  his  coining, 

jr  the  heaven- 
ivnd,  oh,  what 
3  teai-s,  in  that 
f  God  I 


late  Casualty  at  the  FaUs. 

on  Snturdar.  the  ,8,1,  of  ....nc. f  ^''--"J^^STnm  '. 

wereUurried  down  the  rWcr.  ^he  bo»t  ^"  earrie.l  o«r  the 
»,t  into  the  river,  t-  ot  them  ^;  o«  «*---, ,^,,„^  ..„a 
Falls,  the  other,  namod  J'''*^^  ^/^^J^^J^  t„„  fmI.  and  Goat 
eUnging  toa.ft.n>p  about  "l''^^.  ^f^gj^g  ,„  .„d  half  perch- 
,.„a  Bridge     Ue.Ue~K^^^^^ 

tng  upon  the  log,  from  *l"<:">e  distance  under 

walk  a  mtle  on  the  rock,  which  ''"r  ^^^f  ^^^,  four  or  Ht. 
water.  A  few  feet  in  »'^™"~  ""^  '  T*"  ^^^a In,  ru,hed  wlldl, 
feet,  and  here  and  on  e..ch  aide  otWm,X^o  wa  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 

on  at  a  -peed  of  about  ^-^^ -"T,*" '7^,,*^  eVo^^d  timbens 

the  afternoon,  a  raft  waa  ~°»;™<='t  h  1™  ad  beine  placed  In  th. 
.trongly  fastened  in  a  .quarefonn,a^opdead  he  "^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

eenter.    ^^.e  ««  waa  .trong     -«=a«^^^^^^ 

„d  waa  aoate.!  •>"""*"";""  .^cre  he  .tood.  the  rope  got 
tinned.  Aa  it  approached  the  apot  wncre  ne  j 
H'n  therocu!;.and  ti.e  raft  *-«"»  ™™::f  J.^g  ^m 
appeared  to  mu.ter  .trengtb  -'  J"-^' ^.^tt  tte  m^  >..1 
,Ue  log.  walked  over  the  r"<-^  to  th*  P  -  ';»  ^^^  ^^,  „,^, 
c.„,ht.  and  labored  long  and  hard  ^^  "l  ";"^«^„,„„,  ,„ergy.  In- 
After  «>me  time  he  »"««*«''■"'•,''■"' "^"'  „„,„„,  at  tl>e  rope  un- 
apired  by  the  hope  "'"r^^^'^Cf^rtr.  current  toward  hi. 
til  ho  succeeded  in  bringing  the  raft  from  xue  cu 

fearful  reitlng-place.  hlmaelf  flutt  thereto  l>y 

Avery  now  got  on  toJheraO.^^^^^^ 
mean,  of  ropei  which  had  been  p.ac.  ,hon..- 

thoae  on  the  ;»-';-~  Jj  rol^  the  amall  lalanda. 
It  had  approached  within  (A.r«y;m  ^^  ,^„, 

toward  which  it.  «"»""/"  *'~,tue  rope,  having  again 
.tationary  in  the  m.d«t  of  he  "P";  *"«  .[^'^  found  to  be 
caught  in  the  rocka.    All  endnavon.  to  ^^J^,^^  ,u, 

inv'ln.and  »-'' '-'-7"^  :»  ^  1^11^^^^^  >--^-- 
rope,mi«ht,neakti,emandoce.«    nt^^^^ 

riouH  auggeHtion,  w.re   now  "'^'"'^*'  J*        ,„  ,  b„at  a.  far  a. 

cr:r.r:rr.  .srr..  ....q  .-u-  .-.. 


^(^asSSBr^ffWsH": 


iai3ps'3"jsi-'  "'*'' 


burkb'8  ouidb 


Tr.  to  .  rop«.  At  length  «  ..«a  --?°;Xd.  Jeln,  th^ 
^Mch  h«,  ^rived  fro™  ""J;';;;*^^,:!^  "jlJ^U,.  intention 
prepamtton^  Ave^r  unloo^U  l'''^-«'*'""„^;,  „„  ^y  the  ru.hing 
of  being  ready  to  Kpnng  Into  the  ^^^-    ""      ^     „Kct«tor.,  the 

"--  -'  '1  Z  r 'A^hrrthlStule  c,.o,d_the 
bo»t  appro..     3d  Uie  raft.    A  tn  ^^^^^^^  ^j  .„y 

b„.t  lived  in  the  ""K^ '"TT  ^I'^^u  ed  that  he  wb«  .aved- 
rang  forth  fW>m  tl.e -hores  for  it  J  We  ^^_^^_^.^  ^^_ 

,h.n  .addentythe  hop.  ^f^^Jj;;",,^  collision,  and  in  the 
„„yed-«T„omenf.confUK.onfolh^ved  t  ^^^^^         p,,,ated 

next  the  tlctlm  wa.  .ecn  In  the  J"'''"  of  ">  „ 

rr„„  hU  frail  "^r.::;:,r;?r"l^X;::a/Mron.l.v  toward 
two  tlie  poor  fellow,  •t'^"""*'  ""  '  ^„  g,,ore  that  hr  would 

the  laUnd.  and  the  cry  echoed     o^^^^^  ^^__^^  ,,^  ^^„^„,, 

yetboiiaved.    But -oon  the  fact  Lecame  Oradually  ho 

Lm  the  .hor^hi.  .trench  w^,  7;;;">„7^  ";'',„„,_rio»,y  at 
,„  borne  bac.  Into  the  m-rc.  P-»  "Jjl;:.^,,,^  „,  „,,„,„ehed 
flnt,  then  more  rapidly.    ««  "^  «  ,,  ,^,,,  ,he,r 

the  brink  of  the  fatal  P-^^  ;!:,t"d  him  on  to  death,  M 
„„dlapu.ed  -»«"^.7/  ":'i°^eJrt^  * 

though  eniuged  at  his  I'*'^'""""*  when,  ju»t  oi.  the  brink 

.ickening  Idling  came  over  the -pecta.o«.ln,j^^^^  ^^_^  ^^^^^ 

of  the  precipice,  the  doomed  ™"  ''r;"^,^  ^^  „t  „,aBtatue, 
_cl«.r  from  their  '''''^'^"^""\~'iJ„g  shri.k  that 
^th  his  a™.  Hung  -'<l'y;'""' ""/j  ,*•,  l^^i,  fell  hack  a^aln 
^gloudlyabove  the  "°*"«j;»;;,  j'^^^^e  b  row  of  the  f...,l 
tato  the  foaming  waves,  and  -"j""  '*'^7;;  ,„,  „,,...eholy 

p^dpicel  We  have  no  ^^'"'"'J^^ll.J,,,  „„.,ther  to  the 
,„d  awful  event.    The  fate  of  p. "' ^J"-  ,^^  ^„i,,,,  u,  the 

!^„y  fearful  local  >"<•''''"'' »'"»'f„";l'l,!f  1,,,',.». hi, f..»r- 
Fall..andforyearahi.criti«vUa...i"n.  ;^ 

ft,Heath,wUlbothe.heme.«a    -     _^^,;-^.,^,^,,,,^,,.^ 

^-^ss  :«.:--rt;:= 


«b;*"^^--.'^^^S®2^  ■ 


vthm.    Til*  TO"'' 
M  thmigh  he  felt 
nrnke  biinwlf  w 
really— a  lifi"l>"»ti 
nched.    Heelng  the 
with  the   intention 
B  on  by  the  runUing 
the  Fjwctators,  the 
iigliithe  ciowrt— the 
mft— a  shout  of  joy 
that  he  wai>  pave'l— 
lised   wa«  again  de. 
collision,  anO  in  the 
he  watern,  aoparated 
J.    For  n  roinute  or 
ram  Mrongly  toward 
shore  that  hr  would 
tain  that  he  receded 
ailing     Oradually  ho 
lie  current— riowly  at 
Rwiftly  he  nppronclied 
had  him  at  last,  their  | 
1  him  on  to  death,  a» 
escape  their  fury.    A 
fhen,ju9t  on  the  brink 

;  up  friim  *>"■  wa*'"" 
If  upright  aaaBtaliie, 
a  piercing  shriek  that 
aitaracl,  fell  back  again 
•r  the  brow  of  thefiital 
t  upon  the  melancholy 
iriil  add  another  to  th« 
•i  by  the  gnides  at  the 
liardstnK-'gles.lii'f'-"""- 
nwitii-'ti.le.   And  visitors 

of  the  terrible  c« tax""- 
timid  and  the  inm^-ina- 
inir,  that  tliev  still  liear 

that  preceded  the  latal 


THE  NEW  RAILWAY  SUSPENSION  BRIDGE. 

'"^:  S«B^..c.U  enure,  j^e- 

JX.I  of  t-Uat  for  foot  passengers  and  vehicles,  is 

'  Celd  on  either  side,  from  iron  tcnvers  anchor- 

edt  the  solid  rock.    The  height  of  the  towers  on 

the  American  side.  i.  88  feet;  on  the  Canada  s.de, 

ttlrfeeu      The   length  of  span    rom J.wer 

:    .,.«,pr  RS"  feet.     The  flooring  is  elevated  60 

:eXehVtverhridge,and.B4feeta 

he  river.    The  cuhles  from  which  the  floonngis  , 
SUSP  ndod,  are  each  formed  of   3,650  strands  of 
Ka  9  wire.     The  veight  of  the  -P-«tructure  « 
750  tons;  the  weight  of  average  tr.ns    500  U^.. 

a  train  is  crossmg  the  Driage.     j-"^  ° 

oflblesis  12,40l)  t.ns;  so  that  it  is  really  capab  e 
0  sustaining  a  weight  ten  times  greaUr  th^^.  « 
required  for  the  safe  passage  ol  usual  railway 
trains. 


Ige. 

ON  BRIDGE. 

pension  bridge 
)een  construct - 
passage  of  the  I 
[itral  Rail  Boad 
it  without  caus- 

5  entirely  inde- 
and  vehicles,  is 
1  towers  anclior- 
)f  the  towers  on 
,he  Canada  side, 
pan   from  tower 
is  elevatsd  60 
234  feet  above 
;h  the  flooring  is  ' 
3,659  strands  of 
superstructure  is 
trains,  500  tons, 
■  1,250  tons  wlien 
he  toUl  strength 
t  is  really  capable 
J  greater  than  is 
of   usual   riulway 


Three  miles  below  the  Devil's  Hole  and  at  the 
northern  terminus  of  the  Buff^o.  ^^J^^ 
and  Lewiston  ll.ul  Road,  is  the  village  of  Lew^ton 
?t  is  picturesquely  sUuated  upon,  an  even  tract  of 
country,  which  reaches  from  the  mountam  ndge  to 
n  Ontario,  and  presents  that  plo-g-^^^- 
ly  appearance  which  characteiues  so  many  Amen 

"  The  Sge  was  named  in  honor  of  Gov  LewU 
iniSoMandwasdcstroyedby  the  British  forcesm 

?813     At  the  termination  of  the  w«r  it  was  re- 
iuit'aud  has  graduaUy  increased  to  .ts  present 


I  ■  J 


:.:• 


ipiifMyp-*)IWrj«»j>.ifciM*>«fr*.'f''^ 


mm»> 


112 


otaroh.*  and  .  ««ll   »""'l»'"»''   ''°"-' 

I  Slate  ot  New  YoA.  jesorwa  ^,,„b„Kd 

teph  Braat,  forced  .  """f;™""    'fL  b.s 
taa  dwelt  in  U.e  vWn.ly  ot  the  Falls, 

1     T"'  'T 'f       „„     The  river  fro^  tl,e  brow 


four  or  five 
hold -"The 

cadovv8,  lociili- 
in  Willi  remin- 
thin  short  rides 

jn  once  formed 

»ho,  after  kav- 

eir  name,  in  the 

Lhis  place,  and 

leir    celebrated 

uivilized  life  as 

le  village. 

tribe  that  has 

?alls,  have  a  vil- 

n. 

f  Niiii^ara  River 

■r  from  the  brow 

anquil  current  to 

heir  beauty,  but 

IS   and  beautiful 

le. 

Steamboat  Com- 
ply regularly  dur- 
Lewiston,  Toronto, 
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Steamen  on  Lake  Ontario. 


Cape  Vincent,  Oswego,  Ogdensburg,  and  Montreal. 
Tlie  boats  forming  the  line  are  commodious  and 
tastefully  decorated,  and  unsurpassed  for  comfort 
and  seaworthy  qualities. 


;  MASSAaADQUA,  AT  TBK  MOUIU  OF  HIAOABA  BITWIi 


QUEENSTON. 
Queenston,  opposite  Lewiston,  is  a  small,  quiunt- 
looking,  and  very  irregular  village.  The  place  is 
celebrated  as  the  possessor  of  two  dingy-Iookmg 
and  dilapidated  taverns,  a  stranded  hofse-boat  of 
ancient  construction,  and  as  the  scene  of  one  of  the 
hardest  fights  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain.  On  Queenston  Heights,  which  overlook 
8  - 


idMMMi 


^  T'^lTti^moat  desperately  con- 

thc  vUkge,  ^as  f  »g^;;^;™„  ,,ich  the  Amori- 
tested  battle  of  tb^  Jtl  ri  e-won  victory,  and 
-"  ^^'^^^  SCty-^heir  arms  The 
were  compelled  to  lay  ^^^^^  ^f 

English  -tlrnTct^^c  "Id  compensate. 
General  Brock,  ^hich  ^^^'"^'l  ,^,  ,„ly  part 
H--»';"«^^y:r":he  troops  under 
of  the  acuon  -^^^^f^l^^^^  ^,  ,«,  standing  by  a 

"":  r:::  wbilt-  -^^^^  -  a--^-'^ »« ^'^^ 

cherry  tree,  wm  untain-plain. 

right,  at  the  fo^^^^f  *^%"o  "en ston  an  extensive 
'    'From  the  Heights  of  Queenston  ^^^^^^  , 

,  view  of  tbe  country,  mer,  and  lake,  IBP 

to  the  gaze  "^  "'^I^^.j:  ^rorQueenston  Heights  ' 
'      Upon  the  most  lofty  point  ot  y  ^^^_ 

I  a  moment  was  erected  ^  tb«  xn^o^  ,„,  tis  ' 
eral  Brock,  by  the  Provmcial  Legi^latur  , 

,em.inBdcpo..d^^^^^^^^^^ 

On  the  mght  of  the  seven  ^^ 

1  the  monument  was  blown  "P  ^y/^^^^^^,     ^he 
Uuains,  nnknown.  and  -^^^^  ^ /"tits  the' 
■  engraving  on Jb-PPn  ^e LX  had  been 

r^'tthr;-  18   'the  Canadian  authoriues 
2d  iV^Cnument,  and  erected  a  plam  and 

.ubstantial  structure,  which  now  stands. 


ss^tsaiS'*^^^*^ 
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i  victory,  &ni 
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the  death  of 
lid  compensate.  I 
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a  orchard  to  the 

)lain. 
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memory  oC  Gcn- 
gislature,  and  his 

t 

thof  April,  1840, 

oy  some  villiiin,  or 
ely  ruined.  The 
tre  represents  the 
struction  had  been 
ana^an  authorities 
erected  a  pltun  and 
J  stands. 
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.tream.    The  lost  oi  i  ^^^^^^^ 

can  be  more  ^m'v  ,  q\^„  on 

,„,«„>„  line  „I  .1...  ^-™  °  f;    i.  exceedingly 

""■""f  ','  iTe.  rThc  d«pr»lon  U  abruptly 
"   We°  b^  a  «r I.  d^oacroa.  Wag-  mor. 
,  vi  Onwr"  t.om  rtiob  lake  .aid  "'race 
appears  use  a        formin<;  the 


rs":ssS!3»^W^****-' 


ally  moving  up 
)ck  has  tumbled 
0  go.    Nothing 
rk  of  excavation 
8  been  going  on 
J  year,  and   fre- 
some  portion  of 
uiges  tumbles  in- 
io  visible  change 
0  Shoe,  or  in  the 

»ll. 

id,  is  exceedingly 
e  country  of  Lake 
i  feet  lower  than 
ession  is  abruptly 
■OSS  Niagara  river, 
lake  said  terrace 
J  stretching  across 
s  ridge  forming  the 
ie.     In  the  original 
then,  the  river  was 
(rer  this  terrace,  as 
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Table  Bock. 


do^n  the  side  of  a  mor.ntain.  But  soon  the  fall 
became  perpendicular,  as  the  geological  structure 
of  this  upper  country  will  show  m  a  glance  at  the 
sides  of  the  chasm  below  the  present  falls. 

From  Lake  Erie  to  the  descent  near  Ontario, 
the  first  formaUon  under  the  arable  soil  is  ^  mass 
of  primitive  limestone  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
feet  thick.    Underneath  this  a  friable  slate  or  shale 
Buccends,  which  is  underlined  by  sand,  <fec.    The 
river  finds  it  a  slow  business  to  grind  down  this 
immense  overlapping  plate  of  solid  limestone;  but 
the   work  of  excavation  is  easy  by   the  simple 
process  of  undermining  it    The  stream  at  first, 
fidlinK  over  the  terrace,  washed  away  the  loose 
materials  at  the  base,  and  from  the  tremendous 
volume  of  -/at«r  pouring  down,  soo    scooped  out 
I  deep  basin  at  the  foot  of  the  Fall.    Then  the 

action  of  water  and  air  combined  rapidly  disinte- 
grated and  moved  away  the  f.iable  materials  fo.m- 
L  the  back  of  the  Fall,  untU  the  overtopping 
layer  of  Umestone  was  left  projecting  like  a  shelf 
across  the  stream,  over  which  the  mighty  mass  of 
watere  was  thrown  into  the  chasm  below.  But  as 
the  work  of  disintegration  went  on  underneath,  a^d 
as  the  pulverized  materials  were  washed  away,  this 
impending  shelf  of  Umestone,  from  its  superincum- 


'  ."t^rt^^^:^^!^'''^^*^^^^' 


it  soon  the  fall 
(gicol  structure  1 
a  glance  at  tlie  1 
nt  falls. 

t  near  Ontario,  | 
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Table  Rock. 


bent  weight,  broke  off  and  fell  into  the  basin;  and 
thus  the  Niagara  Falls  have  undoubtedly  been 
working  their  way  up  stream  for  several  thousand 

yeare. 

In  this  way  the   deep  and  narrow  gorge,  or 
canon,  of  some  nine  or  ten  miles  from  the  Falls 
to  the  lower   countrj-,  has  been  cut  out    The 
masses  of  rocks  which  form  the  fearful  rapids  down 
this  awful  passfgcs  are  but  the  fragments  from  the 
common  level  of  the  cliffs,  which,  on  each  side,  in- 
dicate a  solid  body  of  hmestone  of  from  eighty  to 
one  hundred  feet  in  thickness.    The  same  process 
accounts  for  the  Table  Rock  and  its  faU.    In  the 
course  of  years  another   table  rock  will  thus  be 
formed,  projecting  over  the  water,  and  admitting 
of  a  state  passage  under  it  between  the  falling 
river  in  front  and  the  crumbling  wall  behind  it; 
but  this,  too,  as  its  basis  is  removed,  will,  from  the 
elementary  laws  of  gravitadon,  tunable  into  the 

The  work  of  retrogradation  at  Niagara  is  slower, 
as  we  8h»uld  judge,  at  this  time  than  ever  before. 
The  intervention  of  an  island  has  divided  the  stream, 
and  the  great  width  of  the  Canadian  branch  alone 
has  diminished  the  excavating  force  of  the  river  to 
less  than  half  its  power  when  the  Falls  were  a 


L 


water  passes  over  the  Ameno 

!Zdof  axnUe  or  more  behind  the  Canadian, 
Ltrle  Bame  cause ;  the  lack  of  the  moUve  power 

rrbave  made  a  hundred  yards  further  up 
t"  In  this  event  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls 
will  be  left  high  and  dry.  and  Goat  Island  wil.  .- 
come  part  of  the  main  land.  . 
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HERMIT  OF  THE   FALLS. 

HIS  AEKIVAL  AT  NIAGARA-EFFECT  OF  THE  SCENE- 
RY—HIS  HABITS,  MANNERS,  AND  ENDOWMENTS— 
RESIDENCE  AND  DEATH— OTHER  PAKTICULABS. 

"  But  noon  he  knew  himself  the  most  unfit 
Of  men,  to  herd  with  Man.  with  whom  he  held 
Little  in  common ;  untjiusrlit  to  submit 
Hi»  thought*  to  other,.,  H.-mfh  hi8  soul  wa.  queUed 
In  youth,  by  his  own  thoughts;  still,  ui.compelled, 
He  wouU  not  yielU  ilominii>n  of  his  mmd 
To  spirits  against  whom  his  own  lebelled; 
Proud,  though  in  rtesoUUon ;  «  bi»h  could  find      ^^ 
A  life  within  itself,  to  l.eathe  without  mankind. 

Francis  Abbott,  the  Hermit  of  the  Falls,  whose 
unsocial  life,  and  untimely  fate,  have  made  a  deep 
impression  upon  the  pubUc  mind,  may  jusUy  chum 
the  courtesy  of  a  notice,  far  more  lengthy  ban 
our  limite  will  permit-we  must  be  brief.  There 
is  a  charm  in  every  mystery  that  attracts  observa- 
tion,  and  excites  curiosity.  His  character  is  a  seal- 
ed volume-his  life  scarcely  less  so-both  are  m- 
explicable.  The  written  pages  of  his  heait  and 
mind  are  open  to  the  All-seeing  alone. 

In  humble  guise,  he  came  to  Niagara  m  1829, 
to  remain,  perhaps,  for  a  week.  He  grew  enam- 
ored of  the  place.    The  glorious  scenery  wooed  his 


1 


""  A  ^UheCer^d  upon  its  sounding  shores. 
'^""^'•"  I^JLciety  tt  the  companionship  of 
^T'^%1  he    Ilv  could  his  soul  stoop  to  be 

f:rdC::^cLri^.iaios,ne.c.^ 

"t'amed,   accomplished,  traveled,   gifted  .ith 
,ar  powers  o^P^^^^^^, jV^^o  ^^^^^^ 

M  were  the  only  luxuries  m  which  bo    n- 
'  dl?d:-bis  music  was  hushed  when  a  step  np- 
pShed.-whatever  be  wrote  was  destroyed  al- 

'^rers.rttriy.be.o.dconve.^^^^^^ 
eloquence  seemed  to  sit  upon  bis  tongue-more 
fZ  ntly.  be  would  indulge  in  moody  si^nce.  le- 
Xg  every  attempt  to  engage  him  m  discourse, 
Sew'as  not^misanthropic,  for  he  did  not  hato  or 
dipise.  but  only  avoid,  bis  fellow  --  f  J 
i  Jued  with  a  deep  sense  of  religion,  and  led  a 
blameless  life 
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Hermit  of  the  F«lli. 


He  asked  permission  to  build  a  hut  on  one  of 
the  Three  Sisters,  which  he  desired  to  insolate  by 
a  drawbridge,  but  was  refused.     He  lived  on  Ins 
Island  about  twenty  months,  in  an  old  house  yet 
standing;  and  when  driven  from  that,  by  the  m- 
trusion  of  a  family,  he  erected  a  hut  on  the  brow 
of  the  bank,  below,  but  nc.tr  Prospect  Pomt,  m 
which  he  resided  till  his  death,  which  occurred  m 
June,  1831.    He  went  into  the  river,  below  the 
Falls,  to  bathe,  according  to  his  usual  custom,  and 
was  shortly  missed  by  the  ferryman.    His  body 
was  found  at  Fort  Niagara,  ten  days  after  his  de- 
cease,  and  removed  to  the  Fallsfor  bunal.    H.s 
age  was  about  twenty-eight  years. 

An  allowance,  ample  for  his  maintenance  was 
furnished  by  his  friends  in  England.-h-s  father  is 
rector  of  a  parish  in  that  country.  L.tt le  else  is 
known  of  hishistory,  than  wehave  here  related.  His 
unsocial  and  other  eccentricities,  have  given  him 
the  title  of  'Hermit  of  the  Falls,'  and  much  curiosi- 
ty is  manifested  by  visitors,  as  to  his  character  and 
habits.  He  sleeps  in  death,  by  the  scenes  he  loved 
while  living,  peace  to  his  repose  1 
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DKSCKIPTIVE  GUIDB 


Hermit  of  the  FrI1«. 


THE  HERMIT  OF  THE  FALLS. 

It  wns  the  loaly  month  of  June, 
Aiul  JDVous  iianuu,  all  in  tuno, 

Wilh  wreathing  buds  wn8  dressed. 
As  towards  Niagara's  fc-nrful  side 

A  voutiifid  straiiffor  pressi'd.    _ 
His  ruddy  cheek  was  btanchM  with  awe. 
And  scarce  ho  seemed  his  breath  to  draw. 

While,  bendini,'  o'er  its  brim, 
He  raark'd  its  strong,  tinfathom'd  tide. 

Au.l  heard  its  thuiider-hymu. 

His  measured  week  too  quickly  fled. 
Another  and  another  sped; 
And  soon  the  slimmer  rose  decay  U, 
The  moon  of  nuuitnn  sank  in  shade; 
Years  filled  their  circle,  brief  and  fair, 
Yet  still  the  entluisiast  linger'd  there, 

Till  winter  hurl'd  its  dart. 
For  deeply  round  his  soul  was  wove 
A  my«tic  chain  of  quenchless  love, 

That  would  not  let  htm  part. 

When  darkest  midnight  veil'd  the  sky. 
You'd  hear  his  hastinj;  step  go  by. 
To  train  the  bridge  beside  the  deep, 

That  thread-liko  o'or  the  surge 
Shot  where  the  wildest  torrents  leap. 

And  there  upon  its  awful  verge, 
Hie  vigU  lone  to  keep. 
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lli-rin  tof  tha  FhIU. 


And,  wluMi  till'  iiioon,  dcsrcndinp;  low, 

lliin<i  (Ml  till!  lluoil  that  ifittatiiiiiij  Imw, 

Wliicli  it  wniild  SL'i'iii  s,m:u  aiifjel'rt  hiiiid, 

Witli  he  ivfii'sdwi.  |)ciieil,  tiiijod  iiud  sjiaiin'd, 

I'ui'e  Ny"i'"'l  "I  H  b'tti.T  liiiid, 

lie,  kiKV'iiiiij,  piMiied  ill  uttunuice  free 

The  (doiiui'iKL'  of  co-tasy; 

'I'lioiij^h  to  his  words  no  answer  name, 

Savo  tliit  oiu  K'L'rhisiiii'^  iiaiuo 

AVhii'h,  since  creation's  morning  broke, 

Niagara's  lip  aluuu  halli  spoke. 

When  winl'ry  tompests  shook  the  sky. 
And  the  rent  piii"-lree  hnrtloil  by, 
UntliiH'hiujr  'mill  Ihf  utoiin  lie  stood. 
An  1  inaikud  sni.hnie  llio  wrathful  Hood. 
AVhile  wroui,'lit  t'le  frosi-kin;r  fierce  and  drear, 
His  pa'are  mid  tliose  cliffs  to  rear. 
And  !-lrike  the  massive  buttress  strong, 
And  pile  his  sleet,  iho  rocks  anion)^. 
And  wasteful  deck  the  branclU's  bare 
With  icy  diamonds,  rich  and  rare. 

Nor  lacke.l  the  horrait'8  humble  shed 
Such  comforts  as  our  natures  ask 
To  Bt  them  for  our  daily  task, — 

The  cheering  fire,  the  peaceful  bed— 

The  simple  meal  in  season  spre.id; 

While  by  the  lone  lamp's  tremblins;  liffht, 

As  blazed  the  Iioarth-stone  clear  and  bright, 

O'er  Homer's  paifo  ho  hnn?, 

Or  Maro'.s  martial  nnmberd  scanned; 
For  classic  lore  of  many  a  land 

Flowed  smoothly  <i'or  his  lom^uo. 

Ot't,  with  wrapt  eye  and  skill  profound, 

He  Woke  till'  ohtraiiciii^  viol's  sound. 
Or  toucliod  the  sweol  t;uitar; 

For  heavenly  music  deiijned  to  dwell 
An  inmate  iu  his  cluisler'd  cell, 
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As  beams  the  Boleinn  star 
All  niirht.  witli  inaditiiiive  eyes,        , 
W her'^oine  lone  r"ck4,o«nd  fountom  hes- 

As  lUrousth  tho  groves  with  q.uet  tread 

On  his  aftcustoin'd  haunt  ho  spocl, 
The  mother  thrush,  unslarlled,  sung 
Her  descant  to  h«r  call"* ymng; 
And  fearless  o'er  his  threshold  prewed 
The  wanderer  from  the  sparrow  b  nest, 
The  squirrel  raised  a  sparklmg  eye, 
Nor  fi-om  his  kernel  cared  U>Hy 
As  pass'dtliat  gentle  hermit  by. 
No  timid  creature  shrank  to  meet 
His  pensive  glance  serenely  sweet, 
From  his  own  kind  alone  he  sought 
The  screen  of  solitary  thou^'ht 
Whether  the  world  too  harshly  pressed 

Its  iron  o'er  a  yielding  breast, 

Omught  his  morbid  youth  to  prove 

The  pang  of  unrequited  love, 

We  know  not.  for  lie  never  said 

Aughl  of  the  life  that  erst  he  led. 

On  Tria  isle,  a  summer  bower 

So  tw^n^l  with  branch,  and.vine.and  flower. 

And  there  he  mnsed,  on  rustic  seat, 

Unconscious  of  the  noonday  heat, 

Or  'neaththecrystul  water  lay, 
T  iixuriant  in  t!'e  swimmer's  play. 

Yet  onc^il'e  whelming  flood  grew  strong. 
And  bore  him  like  a  wtod  along. 
Though  with  cor.vuLiive  throes  of  pnin 
An  1  heaving  breast,  he  strove  m  yajn; 
The.Wnkin|  ueath  the  infuriate  tide, 
Loue  as  he  lived,  the  hermit  died. 

On,  by  the  rushing  current  swept. 
The  lifeless  corse  its  voyage  kept. 
To  where  in  narrow  gorge  compressed 
The  whirling  eddies  never  rest. 
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Harmit  or  tha  FalU. 


Rut  bnil  witli  wild  tnintiltuous  sway, 
Tlie  tnaelstnim  of  Niiiffiiri; 
And  there  witlim  that  nicky  bound, 
lu  8wift  f^yratidiis  round  iind  round, 

My»U'rious  course  it  hold; 
Now  Hprin^iu);  from  the  torrent  hoarse. 
Now  battling  as  with  maniac  force, 

Tu  mortal  strife  compelled. 

Riijht  fearful  'neath  the  inoonbeura  bright. 

It  was  to  spo  that  bi-ow  so  white. 

And  mark  the  ghastly  deaci 

Leap  upward  fioin  his  torture  bed. 

As  if  in  passion  j^ust, 
And  tossiiiff  wild  with  agony, 
To  mock  the  omnipotent  decree 

Of  dust  to  dust. 

At  length  when  smoother  waters  flow. 

Emerging  from  tlie  gulf  below, 

The  hapless  youth  they  gained  and  bore 

Sad  to  liis  own  forsiiken  door. 

There  watch'd  his  dog  with  straining  eye, 

And  scirce  would  let  the  train  pass  by; 

Save  that,  with  instinct's  rushing  spell. 
Through  the  changed  cheek's  empurpled  hue. 
And  stiff  and  stonv  form,  he  knew 

The  master  he  imd  loved  so  well. 

The  kitten  fair — whose  graceful  wile 
So  oft  had  won  his  musing  smile. 
As  at  his  foot  she  held  hei'  play — 
Stretched  on  his  vacant  pillow  lay; 

While  strewed  around,  on  boartl  and  chair. 
The  last  plucked  flower,  the  book  last  read, 
Tho  ready  pen,  the  page  outspread, 
The  water-cruse,  tha  unbroken  bread. 

Revealed  how  sudden  was  the  snare 
That  swept  him  to  the  dead. 
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DB8CRIPTIVK  OUIDK. 


ilermil  of  Ow  Fallt. 


And  SO  lio  reaU  in  foroiKii  enrtli, 
Wh..  ilrow  mill  Albion's  vnlcs  hi»  birth. 
Yet  lot  nil  oviiic  plirns"  nnkiiiii 
CiiUcmn  that  youtli  of  Reiille  mind. 
Of  sliriiiUiiiff  nurve  and  loiiulv  h«art, 
And  lettered  lore  and  tnnuful  art, 

Who  here  hi»  humble  woraliip  paid. 
In  that  inoat  glorlmis  templo-shrine, 
Wiiere  to  the  niiiuisty  divine 

Nature  her  iioblust  ulUir  mode. 
Ho,  blame  him  not,  but  praise  the  Power 
Who  in  the  dear,  doim-stic  bower, 
Hath  given  you  firmer  slrenfjth  to  rear 
The  plants  of  hive  with  toil  and  fear, 
The  beam  to  nici-t,  the  Must  to  dure. 
And  like  a  faithful  soUUcr  hvar, 
Still  with  sad  heart  his  requiem  pour. 
Amid  the  cataract's  ceaseless  roar, 
Nor  grudge  one  tiar  of  pitying  gloom 
To  dew  tlie  sad  enthusiast's  tomb. 

L.  H.  SiootntNBT. 
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N0TICK9   or   TII«    I'RKgH. 
Tlil«  i«  one  of  tlic  bout  of  nil  tho  Irish  novel*  —  full  of  npirlt,  fun, 
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Not  a  page  can  bo  rend  without  dinpelling  tlio  blues,  nnd  putting  a 
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